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Introduction

The reunification of Jerusalem under Israeli sovereignty in 1967 
was accompanied by dramatic shifts in the spiritual and politi-
cal arenas. The Charismatic movement invaded the evangelical 
Church, and secular society was visited by a great spiritual awak-
ening. Included among the many young people that came into a 
relationship with Messiah were a a company of Jewish seekers. For 
the first time in two millennia the Holy Spirit was visibly moving 
among the natural children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Inside 
a short few years, a number of these new Jewish believers in the 
West became a “Messianic Movement.” It would be yet another ten 
years before this move of the Spirit would reach the shores of Israel. 
Meanwhile, in the western Church, Israel’s role in end-time events 
was becoming a regular topic of conversation among Bible-believ-
ing Christians   

Since then there has been a slow but steady growth in the aware-
ness and acceptance of Messianic Jews as a legitimate part of Israe-
li society  Without question, the prayers and actions of thousands 
and thousands of Christians have done much to thin the veil over 
the eyes of Jewish hearts.
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LL

As the overall spiritual dynamics in the world have intensified, so 
has the call for believers in the nations to be engaged in the spiri-
tual awakening of Israel. The course and direction of the messages 
to follow is specifically designed to connect us with God’s feelings, 
leading us into a greater understanding of His perspectives and 
strategies  

LL

Israel is important to us, because it is important to Him.  
Standing with Israel is a normal result of standing with God.

LL

While a correct understanding of Scripture is foundational, having 
our hearts fixed on eternal things is a necessary preparation for 
laying the foundations. We are all too accustomed to bringing God 
our needs and asking Him to act according to how things appear 
to us. When we finally grow into mature children in the knowledge 
that He has already provided everything we need for life and godli-
ness, our concerns will be more centered on His needs. 

LL

Along this path you will likely come across new information, new 
thoughts, new ideas and perspectives that will call for a pause for 
reflection and discussion. Our goal is not only getting to the end, 
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but also fully processing and digesting things along the way. 

To bear good fruit, our process must be clear, methodical, and as 
analytical as it is revelational.  All the dots need to be connected for 
the picture to be complete. The journey ahead is a corporate expe-
rience. Walking together will help insure that we arrive at the right 
place. Knowing what to do is a secondary matter. When our hearts 
are set right, we will think right and see where God is looking.

LL
 
The subject of Israel is a key aspect of the new wineskin. Being 
involved in the actualization of Father’s plans in the coming days 
will require a degree of passion and commitment found in only His 
Presence 

LL
 
We hope you will enjoy and profit from this journey over the coming 
weeks.

Arni & Yonit Klein 
Emmaus Way, Israel
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Session 1 

Setting the Stage

In Exodus 4:22-23 we read,  “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus 
says the Lord:  “Israel is My son, My firstborn.  So I say to you, let 
My son go that he may serve Me.’” God the Eternal Father calls 
Israel His son. Surely this is not a designation that the Creator made 
lightly, nor does He refer in this way to any other people or nation.    

 
LL

How central is it for us to understand 
the importance of God’s relationship 
with this chosen, set-apart people?



6

Israel Revealed

LL

The Protestant Reformation was a dramatic turning point in the life 
of the Church  It restored the understanding that faith in Yeshua, 
the Son of God, is the only way into the Kingdom of God. It began 
in a moment of time on October 31, 1517. A priest named Martin 
Luther openly challenged the ungodly practices and authority of 
the Roman Catholic church. Four hundred years later to the day, 
on October 31, 1917, two events took place that would likewise alter 
the course of history. They concerned the one other that God refers 
to as His son…Israel.  

LL

For two thousand years the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
wandered the globe, having no place to call home. Beginning around 
the mid 1800’s, a Zionist movement arose in Europe involving both 
Jews and Christians, fueled by the belief that the time had come 
for the Jews to return home. The early 1900’s saw several waves 
of Jewish immigrants reaching the shores of the ancient Biblical 
Promised Land. Not surprisingly, Arabs living in then-called Pal-
estine and in the neighboring countries violently opposed the in-
crease in the Jewish presence. The 1916 Anglo-French Sykes–Picot 
Agreement allocated the area of present-day Jordan, Israel, and the 
Palestinian territories to the British Empire, thereby “on paper” 
calling for the end to the Ottoman Empire’s control that dated back 
to 1517   

LL



7

Setting the Stage

On October 31, 1917, the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps 
(ANZACS) under British command broke through a line of Ger-
man-backed Turkish machine guns, liberating Beersheba and sub-
sequently the entire region from four hundred years of Moslem 
rule. Beyond what anyone could have planned or anticipated, ex-
actly four hundred years after the Reformation, the Ottoman reign 
over the Middle East was ended. Remarkably, earlier on that very 
same day, the British War Cabinet approved the Balfour Declara-
tion, which stated that the British government looked with favor 
upon the establishment of a Jewish homeland in the area known as 
Palestine. The nature and magnitude of the shift that took place on 
October 31st is monumental.  

LL

In considering these world-changing events, we believe that God 
purposely chooses to do things in ways that will give us insight and 
understanding of spiritual dynamics beyond what is readily evident 
to the natural eye. He knows our frame and weaknesses. He wants 
us to get it. He understands the difficulties we face living in a carnal 
world whose foundations and precepts are false and deceptive        
 

LL

Do we really believe this? 
How do we relate to the convergence 

of these events?
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Do we believe that they were Divinely 
orchestrated? 

If so, what is the message? 

LL

Having a right understanding of the person and place of Yeshua the 
Son of God is the very cornerstone of a Biblically-aligned spiritual 
life. The convergence of the above events on the same date places 
the importance of the re-gathering of the Jews and the restoration 
of Israel right alongside the restoration of the truth that salvation 
is by grace through faith and Yeshua is the only mediator between 
God and man. Nonetheless, the subject of Israel and its importance 
is still an unresolved issue for much of the Church world. It is indi-
vidual and national, modern and ancient, spiritual and temporal, 
Biblical and political.
 

LL

 
What if the full reformation of the 
Church necessary to prepare the 

way for the Lord’s return will not be 
accomplished until the place of Israel 

as God’s son is rightly understood?
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How great is the magnitude  
of this issue?

LL

We will discuss the place of Israel from the perspective of Scripture 
in the weeks ahead. The uniqueness of the events noted above adds 
a certain prophetic emphasis that brings the Word of God into this 
very moment in a special way.

LL

Though this course is named “Israel Revealed,” its deeper goal and 
purpose is to lay hold of what the life of Israel reveals about God. 
Israel being God’s son, His firstborn, is certainly not the same as 
Yeshua being God’s Son. However, it follows that as the life of the 
one Son bears witness to the nature of the Father, so in some way 
the life of the other son must also bear witness to the nature of the 
Father.

LL

As true as we know the Word to be, sometimes we are not “gripped” 
or moved by what we’ve read. Some people express the need to 
“receive it by revelation.”  However, the fact that something is in 
Scripture should be enough to move us to respond.  

LL
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If we were to find that a Biblical truth is 
not alive in us, what would we do?

LL

The events in the Garden of Eden hold a foundational key to un-
derstanding the true and simple nature of the path before us. Adam 
and Eve were deceived to think that God was not good and did not 
really have their interests at heart. Consequently, they believed 
they would need to watch out for themselves. From the moment 
they believed the serpent’s lies, their relationship with God was 
broken. They closed their hearts before they ate the fruit of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Their separation from God 
radically altered the way they and all mankind would view life’s 
events. God alone can rightly judge and evaluate events in the light 
of their eternal context and consequences. The knowledge of good 
and evil without God leaves us locked into judging things from our 
own knowledge, experience, and temporal viewpoint. But thankful-
ly, through Yeshua’s sacrifice, access to the Divine perspective has 
been restored.    

LL

How much do we, individually and 
corporately, actively seek to see  

what He sees?
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LL

Seeing what He sees is good. 
Feeling what He feels is even better.

LL

What does it mean to know God in the deepest sense? The Hebrew 
word for “to know” is about more than having an intellectual un-
derstanding. It expresses the intimacy that exists between a hus-
band and wife.  It pictures a complete openness and transparen-
cy  In Matthew 7 and Matthew 25, Yeshua tells certain ones that 
He doesn’t know them. On the surface of that statement we might 
wonder. How can that be? What does He mean? He knows every-
thing about everyone everywhere. But from a Hebraic perspective, 
it is clear that He is speaking about the absence of intimacy. In other 
words, in essence He is saying, “You never fully opened your heart. 
You never really gave yourself to me. You held on to the control of 
your life. We did not become one in spirit.”  

In several places Scripture refers to the peoples of the earth as Jews 
and Greeks. The designation here of being Greek is other than rel-
ative to national identity. The reference to the sons of Zion and the 
sons of Greece in Zechariah 9:13 is likewise more about two world-
views than about two demographic nations. The people of God are 
Hebraic in mindset. The opposing worldview -- approach to life -- is 
commonly referred to as Greek.  
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The Greek worldview, being the dominant perspective of the world 
around us, says, “Read the Bible and you will then know God.”  He-
braic thinking says, “Know God and you will then understand the 
Bible.”  

To read the Word without the knowledge of God leaves us hear-
ing it in “our own voice” or within the framework of our present 
understanding. Yeshua told Nicodemus, “Unless one is born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (Jn.3:3) Neither can an intel-
lectual Greek system of thought lead to an intimate knowledge the 
Father. Might this be why there are so many who know all about 
God, but whose lives do not follow in the footsteps of Abraham or 
express the nature of the Lamb?

L

LL

What do we imagine it looks like to 
walk with a Hebrew mindset?

LL

This course will relate to what is written in the Scriptures, endeavor 
to understand what God thinks from a strategic perspective, and 
connect with the feelings of His heart. The end of it all will hopeful-
ly lead us into a lifestyle of simply walking with Father.   

L
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LL

It’s so simple that even a child can do it. 
 

It’s so simple that only a child can do it.

LL
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Session 2 

Understanding the Need

It is a curious matter that after what they had seen and known of 
Creation and God, Adam and Eve were so quick to set aside their 
experiences and choose to believe an unsubstantiated word from 
a creature they had no prior knowledge of. If Creation -- the living 
demonstration of God’s nature -- was not sufficient to ground them 
in the knowledge of who He is, we can be sure that nothing He 
might say would convince them. Not until man would actually re-
ceive God’s Spirit could we truly know Him.   

LL
 
The point of this session is to set forth God’s need that led to the 
birthing of the nation of Israel.

LL
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God made His ultimate intention known through His prophets:

“I will put my law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and 
I will be their God and they shall be my people”. (Jer. 31:33) 

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and 
will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart 
of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk 
in My statutes, and you will keep my judgments and do them”.  
(Ezek.36:26-27)

LL
 
Having created man with free will, God would not force Himself 
upon us. In order for Him to place His Spirit within us, we would 
have to give Him our lives. Not such a simple matter. The sickness 
of the seed that God is not good planted in Adam and Eve has been 
passed down from generation to generation. Add to that dynam-
ic the near-impossibility for the human mind to reconcile how the 
God of the Bible could ever allow the unimaginable evil in the world 
to flourish as it has.  

The bottom line is that many do not have the level of trust needed to 
enter into the kind of relationship spoken of above through Jeremi-
ah and Ezekiel. Regardless of what God might do or say, lurking in 
the background is the thought that He has an agenda that will even-
tually leave us out in the cold. Perhaps even beyond the problem 
of a lack of trust is the fact that receiving God’s Spirit and entering 
into an intimate relationship with Him will require a total surren-
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dering of our lives…which, generally speaking, is the very very very 
last thing that a person would think to do.  

LL
 
This whole discussion is meaningful only for those who have real-
ized that nothing in this world could ever fill the empty longing in 
our heart. For these there is a solution to the dilemma.  God needs 
only to get us to the end of all human hope, where we have nowhere 
to turn, and therefore have nothing to lose    

LL
 
No one checks into the hospital for an operation if taking a pill can 
solve the problem. Only in the knowledge of sin and the consequent 
eternal separation from God does giving over the control of our life 
make any sense. The essence of salvation is exchanging our life for 
His.    

“When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”  (Mk 2:17) 

Knowing that there are none righteous (Romans 3:10-12 and Psalm 
14:1-3), Yeshua is in effect saying that He has come only for those 
who know they need something they cannot do for themselves.   

LL
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This revelation of our state of being could only come in the light of 
the knowledge of God’s holy and righteous nature.  

The apostle Paul writes in Romans 3:20, ”…by the law is the knowl-
edge of sin.” By the law (Torah), man comes to know that there is 
nothing we can do to make us able to be in God’s Presence.  

Messiah could have come at any time and fulfilled the sacrifi-
cial requirement to atone for the sin of all mankind. But until 
we knew He was our only hope, His coming would be fruitless.   

LL
 
Just the telling of God’s law would not be enough. For this process 
to become a living reality, His teaching needed to be lived out by a 
people over many generations to prove beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that no one could fulfill its requirements. Knowing about God could 
never heal our brokenness or enable us to abide in His Presence. 
 

LL
    

By the way, have we given God full 
control of our life or only invited Him to 

occupy a space in our heart?

 
 



19

Understanding the Need

The enactment of God’s eternal plan began with a single man who 
would father a people and walk with God in a way that defines the 
essence of faith and reveals the true nature of love The calling of 
Abram, who would become Abraham, was the first step to bring the 
nation of Israel into being. Through them God would prepare the 
way for One who would bridge the unbridgeable chasm and enable 
man to come into a personal intimate relationship with the Creator.  

It is important to bear in mind that God’s relationship with Israel is 
founded and rooted in His relationship with Abraham.  We read in 
Isaiah 41:8 and 2Chronicles 20:7 that God calls Abraham his friend. 
In Exodus 33:11 God refers to His face-to-face relationship with 
Moses as that which a man would have with his friend. The Hebrew 
word for “friend” relating to Moses is a word that is also used for a 
“business associate.” The word for “friend” regarding Abraham, on 
the other hand, is “lover.” For us then to fully understand God’s po-
sition towards Israel, it would help to look into the life and nature 
of Abraham the Hebrew.

LL
 
Consider Abraham’s first meeting with God. 

“Now the Lord had said to Abram, “Get out of your country, from 
your family, and from your father’s house, to a land that I will 
show you.  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and 
make your name great; and you shall be a blessing.  I will bless 
those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.  So Abram depart-
ed as the Lord had spoken to him.” (Gen.12:1-3)
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Having had no previous contact, with no mention of God perform-
ing any signs or wonders to testify to Who He was, yet Abraham 
agreed to leave everything behind and follow God to a place he 
didn’t know. It’s all pretty mind-blowing.    

LL

Abraham’s life example, testimony, and calling come to a climax 
in Genesis 22 on Mount Moriah. For God to ask that Isaac be slain 
on an altar was unimaginable. Miraculously born in fulfillment of 
God’s word, he was the designated heir and channel for the Divine 
promise. How could anyone receive such a directive? Yet only hours 
after God spoke, Abraham set out on the three-day journey to offer 
his beloved son as a sacrifice to the Lord. Isn’t that incredible! It’s 
no wonder that he is known as the father of our faith.

LL

If that were not enough, upon arriving at Mount Moriah, Abraham 
said to the two men that accompanied him and Isaac, “…the lad 
and I will go yonder and worship and we will come back to you.”  
(Gen.22:5)

The story goes from amazing to amazing. This is the first place the 
word “worship” appears in Scripture, defining the essence of what 
worship is. It is founded on sacrifice.

LL
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How could Abraham possibly believe 
that after killing Isaac, they would both 

walk back down the mountain?

Only a lover such as Abraham could so 
know the nature and character of God?  

LL

Abraham’s life is the measure of what 
faith looks like and the pattern for 

walking with God. Would it then not 
follow that until we have given over 

everything as he did, we have not yet 
begun to walk?

LL

 

Have we ever wondered how God felt 
when Abraham lifted up the knife? All 
of Creation must have looked on with 

their mouths open in amazement.  
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LL

 
What do we imagine God was feeling? 

LL

Beyond Abraham’s expression of love 
and trust, how meaningful it must 

have been for God to feel known, seen, 
understood and trusted. 

LL

Do we wonder how things  
make Him feel?

LL

 

This depth of love is the cornerstone 
of God’s relationship with all the 

children of Israel.  Looking at each 
one, He remembers His covenant with 

Abraham, His beloved friend.
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Counting the Cost

In the previous session we discussed the need for a people to receive 
the Law (Torah) to demonstrate that without Divine intervention, 
cleansing from sin and union with God are impossible. To this end 
were the Israelites set apart.  One would think that being chosen as 
a servant of the Most High would be an exalted and blessed position 
in which to be. It is important to bear in mind that once Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob entered into covenant with God, certain aspects of 
the course of their unborn descendants was set. As their purpose 
and task was great, so would be the cost.  The perspectives and in-
sights presented in this session will likely affect our approach to 
Jewish people.

LL
 
From the beginning, every detail surrounding the creation and life 
of the nation of Israel in some way reflects their calling and pur-
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pose. The birth of Moses, the chosen deliverer, came amidst the 
grief of the death of the male newborn children. Though the refer-
ence to their killing is but a few verses, the impact it would have had 
on the soul of the nation would not be quickly forgotten. Years later, 
another inconsolable sorrow would surround the birth of Yeshua in 
the death of all Jewish male children under two. 

While the Torah revealed the ways and nature of God, its fuller 
purpose was to demonstrate man’s inability to keep it and the con-
sequent need for a Savior  Called out of a life of worldly privilege, 
Moses was to be God’s instrument to separate a people unto the 
Lord. His life was the very embodiment of the message and purpose 
of the Torah 

When Moses became burdened with the condition of his people, 
he first expressed it by killing an Egyptian. In his first encounter 
with God at the burning bush, when God asked him to go speak to 
Pharaoh and the Hebrews, Moses essentially told God “no,” even in 
the face of the supernatural nature of its burning. After receiving 
the Ten Commandments, Moses descended the mountain to find 
the people in a state of total debauchery, and in his anger Moses 
smashed the tablets God had inscribed with His own finger. As 
nothing is written, we cannot say with any certainty how God felt 
about that. But God did not tell Moses not to give the people the 
tablets. Also, the second time around Moses needed to cut the tab-
lets out of the rock himself. So we wonder that this was another ex-
pression of Moses’ carnal nature  In saying that, we are not contra-
dicting Scripture in noting him as the humblest man on the earth, 
as Scripture also says that none are righteous. The final event in this 
string of difficult moments is found in Numbers 20:7-12. In answer 
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to the grumbling of the people, without any sense of anger, God 
directed Moses to speak to the rock and it would yield water for the 
congregation and animals. Moses fulfilled this directive by saying, 
“Hear now, you rebels!  Must we [God and me] bring water for 
you out of this rock?” Then he lifted his hand and struck the rock 
twice and water came out. God responded by saying to Moses and 
Aaron, “Because you did not believe me to sanctify Me in the eyes 
of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assem-
bly into the Land which I gave to them.”  As a final capstone on 
the picture, Moses blamed the people for his being excluded from 
entering the Promised Land. (Deut.1:37)

The point of sharing this perspective on Moses’ life is not in any 
way to tear him down. In the end, he must have been pretty okay, as 
along with Elijah he appeared with Yeshua on the Mount of Trans-
figuration. This brief overview of Moses’ life exemplifies the point 
that having and walking in the knowledge of the Law (Torah) is 
not sufficient to change our hearts. How clear! How amazing! After 
seeing God and experiencing the most amazing miracles during the 
forty years in the wilderness, the attitude of his heart was essential-
ly unchanged, as revealed in his striking the rock in his last record-
ed earthly interaction with God. (Ex. 3)

Therefore we can say to all those who would seek to be righteous 
through keeping the Law, if it didn’t work for Moses, how could it 
work for anyone?

So it would be for this special, chosen, set-apart people. Receiving 
the Law (Torah) of God, which no man could ever keep, was a guar-
antee of God’s judgment: “You only have I known of all the families 
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of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”  
(Amos 3:2)

“For the wages of sin is death.…”  (Rom.6:23)
 

LL

What do we now think about this 
matter of being chosen…without  

having a choice?

LL

Knowing what the cost of this calling actually was, God made a 
point of choosing the smallest of peoples so that the fewest possible 
would need to go through the suffering and hardship that would 
surely follow. Had God revealed Himself to the multitude in the 
nations, they too would have been responsible for having to keep 
the Law     

“The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you 
were more in number than any other people, for you were the least 
of all peoples.”  (Deut.7:7)

LL
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How does that make us feel  
towards Israel?

LL

There is a similarity here to the life of Yeshua, which should not be 
surprising as both are referred to as God’s Son.  
He bore the weight of sin on behalf of all mankind.  Israel bore the 
judgment of the Law on behalf of all mankind.  The big difference is 
that Yeshua was sinless and Israel was not   But consider that as we 
are basically all the same, any people receiving this calling would 
suffer the same fate.

LL

 
God’s judgment on Israel is  

mercy to the nations. 
 

How does that make us feel?

LL

The outworking of Israel’s calling and position in God’s plan does 
not stop with the resulting judgment for not keeping a law that no 
one could keep.  As the world is at enmity with God, so the world 
will be at enmity with God’s chosen people. (Jas. 4.4)
 



28

Israel Revealed

LL
 
As God promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, He would make 
their descendants a channel of blessing to all the nations. Inevita-
bly, however, the unique talents and gifts accompanying this calling 
further fueled the fires of jealously and hatred in the fallen nature 
of mankind. 

In the end, in the mind of most of the world, it doesn’t matter what 
we Jews believe, how or if we worship, the language we speak, 
where we live, what we wear, or what we eat.  We are Jews.  We are 
the problem.  All the rest is basically inconsequential.  

LL

The Holocaust was a decidedly high point (or if you will, low point) 
in the public expression of what long lay beneath the surface. It 
even has its very own name…antisemitism. Although the concep-
tion of the plan to exterminate the Hebrew race is largely attributed 
to the Nazi leader Adolf Hitler, there were few that did not know 
what was taking place since the concentration camps were spread 
throughout Germany. Most chose to remain silent for a variety of 
reasons, making them complicit in the plan. As the Irish orator 
Edmund Burke said, “All that is necessary for evil to succeed is that 
good men do nothing.”

Beyond the individual citizens in Germany and Europe, the Allies -- 
Britain, France, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, India, the Soviet 
Union, China and the United States -- knowing what was taking 
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place, essentially did nothing to try to save the Jews. It was not that 
there was nothing they could do. Bombing the railroad tracks, for 
example, would have been straightforward, simple, and effective.

What came through Germany in the 1930’s and 40’s had already 
been manifesting for thousands of years. As we said, the force 
behind the Holocaust had already showed up in Egypt with Pha-
raoh’s command to kill all the newborn Israelite males. (Ex.1:16)  
Nation after nation has risen up throughout history to put down, 
persecute, exile, or simply annihilate the Jews.   

LL
 
The point here is for us to see how much the anti-Jewish senti-
ment stretches across the world. It is even quite present within 
nations that outwardly might appear as friends. Knowing what is 
really going on, which anyone can find out, the absurdity of peo-
ple’s perspectives and positions is beyond reason or logic. Its root 
is spiritual 

Does not the silence of the masses speak louder than openly-de-
clared hate…passively affirming what others speak out? How can 
it be that the UN yields the rostrum of the General Assembly to a 
nation openly calling for the destruction of Israel and the death of 
the Jews? Which is ultimately more deadly, the rantings of a luna-
tic, the intention of the one that gave him the microphone, or the 
silence of those listening passively in the audience?

LL
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How do we imagine God feels in the 
face of the world’s position? 

 
How do we expect He might respond? 

 
What is the role of the Church in light 

of this information? 

LL

Consider the ramifications in the life of an individual who grows 
up hearing his parents repeatedly telling him he is not loved, was 
never wanted, is completely worthless, will never amount to any-
thing, is the cause of problem after problem, etc. etc.   Living in 
such an atmosphere of negativity from the cradle would produce 
a brokenness that God and God alone could heal.  Imagine how it 
would affect the soul and identity of a nation to hear such things 
generation after generation.  Even their very DNA would be altered.   

LL

Do we grasp that such is state of the 
soul of the children of Israel? 

 
Can we imagine what it feels like deep 

down to be a Jew?
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LL
 
There is yet another element to be included as we consider all that 
has come upon the Jewish people in the wake of Abraham’s love 
relationship with God.    

In Romans 11:15 we read,  “For if their being cast away is the rec-
onciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from 
the dead?"  

LL

The  importance of this statement is monumental.  When a critical 
mass in Israel recognizes and accepts Yeshua as the Messiah, it will 
usher in a worldwide revival. Yeshua declared as much over Jeru-
salem in Matthew 23:39:  

“You shall see me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He that 
comes in the name of the Lord!’”

This simple statement places what is perhaps the final key to Ye-
shua’s return in the hands of the children of Israel  It is therefore 
the single event most feared by the kingdom of darkness. Conse-
quently, there is no end to which the powers of darkness would not 
go to prevent this from coming to pass. This understanding alone 
explains the drive behind antisemitism. As surely as satan and his 
host are this side of the lake of fire, the godless forces of this world 
will gather together in a final attempt to wipe out the people and 
testimony of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.    
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LL

Chosen by the Lord…Israel stands  
 

- judged under the Law… 
 

- hated by the world… 
 

- feared by the kingdom of darkness. 

LL

Is not every Jew living under the weight 
of the spirit of the Holocaust? 

LL

What do we imagine Father will say to 
those who proclaim allegiance to the 

Cross yet hide their face from the star? 

LL
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Seeing Beyond the Veil

We are all familiar with the fact that among the recognized Body 
of Messiah there are those who hold the position that God rejected 
Israel for their disobedience. Unfortunately, the position that the 
Gentile believers have replaced the Jews as the chosen people is 
rather widespread throughout various denominations and even na-
tions. Knowing that such a doctrine would rise up, the Holy Spirit 
inspired the Apostle Paul to address the matter in chapter 11 of his 
letter to the believers in Rome.   

“I say then, Has God cast away His people? Certainly not! “God 
has given them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should not see and 
ears that they should not hear, to this very day.” I say then, have 
they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not!   …do not  boast 
(be arrogant) against the branches (that were cut off) ….  …blind-
ness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles 
has come in.” (Rom.11:1,8,11,18,25)
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LL

How could it be that so many who love 
the Lord could miss what is so clearly 

written here?

LL
 
If that were not enough, Paul goes on to tell us,  “For God has shut 
them all up to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.” 
(Rom. 11:32)

This position is quite opposite from what we would expect. How cu-
rious that God would make it so that the truth of something would 
not be recognized.  

The above quote from Romans 11:8 is from Isaiah 6:10-13. Why did 
God sovereignly choose to shut them up? 

Considering this from the perspective of the past two sessions, in 
order to prepare the way for Messiah, Israel was made responsible 
for a law that no man could keep, the result of which had the ap-
pearance of their having been cut off from God. We find this same 
dynamic in Yeshua’s expression on the Cross when seen in the light 
of what is written. Psalm 22 opens with, “My God My God, why have 
you forsaken Me?” and continues on to describe the experience of 
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crucifixion. Then verse 24 declares, “For He has not despised nor 
abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; nor has He hidden His face 
from Him; but when He cried to Him, He heard.” This so aptly de-
scribes what Israel felt and how it looked from the outside.

What was the point? God planned it for a reason. In the face of 
Israel’s rejection (Rom11:15,25), as the stewardship of the gospel 
would then be committed to the Gentiles, they would surely think 
(as Paul anticipated) that they had become the new chosen ones as 
a result of Israel’s failure. To be fair, as Israel had their two-thou-
sand-year stewardship, the Gentiles needed to have a two-thou-
sand-year chance to find out that even with the full revelation of 
the New Testament, neither could they prepare a suitable dwelling 
place for the Lord. Only with the Jews and Gentiles knowing we are 
all the same would it be possible to come together as the Body and 
Bride of Messiah 

LL

What effect has this lack of 
understanding had on the Church?

LL

In addition to the gaping blindness related above, there are some 
other glitches that have stood in the way of the Body coming to 
maturity.
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What we call the Old, or Mosaic, Covenant was inaugurated at 
Mount Sinai between God and the newly-born nation.  As we know, 
this “agreement” was subsequently broken and God inaugurated 
a New Covenant through Yeshua as was prophesied in Jeremiah 
31:31. 

LL

It is important to understand that the 
Covenants are not synonymous with 

the Testaments.

LL

The Old Covenant was an agreement with promises and require-
ments that delineated the dynamics of relationship between God 
and Israel. The nations were not included. The Old Testament…
testimony…recounts facts and tells the story of who said and did 
what, when, and to whom.  

Not understanding this simple difference and using the words “cov-
enant” and ‘testament” interchangeably has been responsible for a 
greater loss than what we might imagine. Doing so causes one to 
think that the recorded Biblical history prior to Yeshua is essential-
ly of no importance.

LL
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Genesis begins with the creation of heaven and earth. Revelation 
ends with a new creation. Genesis is chapter one.  Is the Gospel of 
Matthew chapter one of the New Testament or chapter forty of the 
Bible? It’s one book. It’s one story. 

No more would we start reading a book in the middle and expect 
to understand the plot and the flow than we would be able to un-
derstand the message of the Bible if we start reading in chapter 
forty. Things that God reveals about Himself in the first part of the 
book have no need to be repeated in the second part, as He does not 
change 

LL

Have we considered the second part of 
the Bible more important than the first?

LL

As the Old Testament is associated with the law and judgment, the 
New Testament is commonly thought of as the purveyor of grace 
and forgiveness. Rather than new colors being added to an existing 
picture, a page has been turned and a new picture drawn, beginning 
with chapter forty. With the first part largely missing, what we see 
is simply not an accurate reflection of how things really are.
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As we look at how the Church has developed over the last fifty years, 
an aspect we find missing is the fear of the Lord. This lack in the 
midst of the believing community can be traced back to neglecting 
what was revealed in the first part of the Bible, which led to a lack 
of understanding of and relationship with Israel  Without the fear 
of the Lord we have neither wisdom nor understanding. Regard-
less of what it might look like from the outside, the “house” has no 
foundation     
 

LL

“And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild 
olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a 
partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree….” (Rom.11:17)  
With the subject of the verse being about the wild branches being 
grafted in, it is easy to overlook five words of substantial impor-
tance:  among them, and with them. Most Israel-aware Gentile 
believers are well familiar with the concept of being grafted into the 
natural olive tree. It is clear from Romans 11:17 that the point of 
being grafted in is to be able to partake of the root. Is there a mea-
sure or means by which we can know if we are truly grafted in? As 
the verse above says, they were grafted in among them. We must 
not miss the full sense of what follows. With them the nations 
became partakers of the root. The Gentiles are there among the 
Jews, partaking with them. What does among them look like? In 
keeping with the essential character of the One New Man, it makes 
sense that the fullness of what was given to Israel cannot be par-
taken of outside of being in relationship with the natural branches. 

LL
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We have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the fullness of God lived 
out before us in Yeshua, and verse after verse about being a Body 
and walking in unity; yet the worldwide community of believers 
remains greatly divided. It would seem that we must be missing 
something. 

The first part of the Bible is exclusively centered around Israel, 
while the second part, though it begins with the Jews, ends up in-
cluding all the rest of the nations, who are far greater in number. 
In the first part, except for the prophets and various people, God 
primarily did not relate to individuals. The priests went to God on 
behalf of the people. If one was uncircumcised or broke the Sab-
bath, for example, that one was “cut off from among his people.” 
(Gen.17:10-14; Ex.31:14)  The Old Testament framework was about 
being part of the nation with whom God was relating. One small 
manifestation of this mentality is if you ask unbelieving Gentiles if 
they believe in Yeshua, they (individually) would reply, “I don’t be-
lieve.” If one asks unbelieving Jews if they believe, the reply would 
be, “We don’t believe.” Throughout the Old Testament, community 
is a major aspect of one’s spiritual life.
 
The essence of the New Covenant and what we refer to as Christi-
anity is that through the shed blood of Yeshua, every individual can 
have a personal relationship with God (as prophesied in Jeremiah 
31:31 and Ezekiel 36:26-27). As the Old Testament emphasizes the 
community, the New Testament emphasizes the individual. 

If we believe that the first part of the book was for the Jews and 
the second part for the nations, if we believe that we are called to 
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leave the “Old” and move on to the “New,” if we have made per-
sonal salvation the center of our target, perhaps this might account 
for the difficulty in which we find ourselves. To be honest, though 
we speak of love and unity, our functional values are such that 
we more resemble feuding clans than brethren walking together. 
 

LL

How much is our lack of understanding 
and relationship with Israel a factor in 

the state of the Church? 

LL

In short, the belief that God rejected Israel for their disobedience 
has had a profoundly negative effect on the character of the Body 
of Messiah  

The process of the nations being brought in included their finding 
out that we are all the same.   

The same pride has blinded all of our eyes.  

The Jews were the custodians of the revelation for two thousand 
years and essentially failed to be faithful.  

The baton passing to the Gentiles was necessary so that the nations 
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would also have two thousand years to find out that they could not 
be faithful either.  

In the spirit of Romans 11:32, only Jew and Gentile walking togeth-
er tied for last place in the race will afford the brokenness and hu-
mility necessary to prepare a suitable place for the Presence of the 
Lord

LL
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A prophetic Nation

Romans 1:16 tells us that salvation is to the Jew first.  

Romans 2:9-10 goes on to say that tribulation, anguish, glory, 
honor, and peace are likewise to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Isaiah 2:3 declares, “Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem.”
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Was what is referred to in Isaiah 2:3 
fulfilled with the giving of the Torah, 

the coming of Messiah, and the writing 
of the New Testament? 

LL

In pondering this matter, it might help to consider the following 
occurrences from modern times: 

Around the mid 1800’s, the belief and expectation that God would 
visit and re-gather the scattered children of Israel began growing 
in the Church. Around this same period, great widespread spiritual 
revivals broke out in the western world. Was this coincidence or are 
the two dynamics connected? 

In the early 1900’s, large numbers of Jews began immigrating to 
Israel  In 1904 there was a great revival in Wales  
In 1906-1908 was the Azuza Street Revival, which marked the be-
ginning of the Pentecostal Church  

In 1948 Israel became a state and the Church experienced an out-
pouring and awakening in the area of healings and miracles, known 
as the Latter Rain Movement.

In 1967 Jerusalem came back into Jewish hands after 2000 years. 
At the same time, the Charismatic Movement was born and many 
young people were swept into the Kingdom of God.
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In 1979-80, for the first time in modern days, the Holy Spirit 
touched a number of young native-born Israelis, bringing to birth 
a local Israeli expression of the Body of Messiah.  Around that time 
the “Worship Movement” came forth in the western Church.  

In each of these instances, when something significant happened 
concerning the Jewish people, something significant took place in 
the Church 

Does what happens in Israel affect the 
rest of the world?     

 
Is there a principle that God does 

things in Israel first? 

LL

Gentiles circumcised of heart are grafted into the natural olive tree 
and become part of the Israel of God.  Some have made the mistake, 
in light of Israel’s temporary blindness, (Romans 11:25 and Isaiah 
6:8-13) to think that the believers from the nations have replaced 
Israel in her calling rather than being brought alongside to work 
together. The point of this session is to better understand Israel’s 
calling and prophetic anointing so that we do not miss God’s truth 
in the matter.
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Two thousand years ago, non-Jews who were formerly Gentiles 
(Ephesians 2:11-13) became partakers in the commonwealth of 
Israel and the covenants of promise through the blood of Messiah. 
Shortly thereafter, following Israel’s corporate rejection of Yeshua 
as Messiah, the nation entered into a state of physical and spiritual 
exile, leaving the character of the believing community to develop 
as essentially Gentile.  Consequently, for two thousand years the 
presence of Israel and the Messianic community have been mostly 
absent from the life of the Body.
 
Habits and traditions get well-entrenched over two millennia. 
Changing the course of an ocean liner is a gradual process  It does 
not do well with radical turns or sudden stops. Its momentum is 
considerable. Ignoring this fact will result in damage to the vessel. 
So can be seen the character of the quantum shift already in progress 
in the Body of Messiah. Rather than thinking of it as a restoration 
of something lost, it feels more like a metamorphosis -- something 
being birthed different from anything we have known.
 

LL

What things do we sense to be 
changing or shifting in the Church at 

this time?

LL
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The new creation in the blood of Messiah brought Jews and Gen-
tiles together as one new man. (Eph.2:11-15)  Though this was writ-
ten and set in motion two thousand years ago, only in our day are 
we seeing it actually come to pass. The fact that we are different 
parts of a body might naturally leads us to wonder about which part 
is which.  Though we don’t find anything specific in Scripture iden-
tifying a Gentile part, the Lord does speak concerning Israel: 
 
“For thus says the Lord of Hosts: ‘He sent Me after glory, to the 
nations which plunder you; for he who touches you touches the 
apple of HIs eye.’”  (Zech.2:8-9)

“He encircled him, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of 
His eye.”  (Deut.32:10) 

The literal root meaning of “apple” in these verses refers to the 
pupil.  The pupil regulates the amount of light that comes into 
the body through the eye. If there is no pupil, the body is blind. 
If the pupil does not function properly, causing too much or too 
little light, our vision would lack discernment.  Being unable to see 
details, we could not divide the precious from the worthless, soul 
from spirit, or bone from marrow. (Heb.4:12)  The magnitude of 
this issue cannot be overstated. Without clear vision, without the 
sensitivity that comes with discernment, how could we ever pre-
pare a place…be a place…fitted to host the Presence of a Holy God?  

LL
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Could it really be that for nearly 
two thousand years, the Body has 

essentially been without  
a functioning pupil? 

LL

Is it possible that Israel’s absence from 
the Body has in effect left the Church 
without a true prophetic anointing?

LL

The point is not about ignoring or excusing the past, or finding 
somewhere to assign blame. Neither is it about casting aside a well-
used wineskin. It’s about understanding the nature of the coming 
new one. Repentance is about asking forgiveness where appropri-
ate. Moreover, it is about changing direction and going forward in 
a new way. In this specific situation, an aspect of the needed repen-
tance is to recognize the unique and necessary gifting of Israel and 
the Church’s need for it 

LL
 
Friends of ours once asked a non-believing horticulturalist about 
the natural process of grafting branches from a wild olive tree into 
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a cultivated tree.  His answer adds some weight and dimension to 
our discussion 

The cultivated tree is planted by design, while the wild tree is the 
product of something akin to a bird dropping an olive in a field 
somewhere, which gives birth to a lone tree. In order for fruit to 
come forth, there must be cross-pollination.  In other words, lone 
trees don’t produce olives  They appear in every way as other olive 
trees, right up through yielding olive blossoms, but they will never 
produce olives. When a farmer wants to increase his production 
of olives and has no more place to plant more trees or he doesn’t 
want to wait all the years for a tree to grow to maturity, he does the 
following:

The process begins with cutting off the healthy fruit-bearing 
branches of a cultivated tree and laying them on the ground at the 
base of the tree. (How strange that must appear to the tree. After 
all, it was bearing fruit.) 

Next, branches are taken from a wild tree and grafted into the very 
place where the cultivated branches were cut off.  (Imagine what 
these branches must be thinking:  "Some were cut off to make room 
for me.  For sure, I must be of greater worth.  Or else why would 
it have been done?")

The new branches being from a different tree, they would of course 
have a different DNA. Being that their sap is obviously different 
from the sap of the cultured tree, it stands to reason that they would 
not identify it as being theirs. Logically, the wild branches would 
not make an effort to draw the sap of the cultivated tree. Conse-



50

Israel Revealed

quently the natural tree needs to literally force its sap into these 
wild branches.      

Why it was that natural branches needed to be cut off? Why was it 
not enough to just make a hole for the wild branches? Consider the 
fact that if the wild branches would not have been grafted into a 
place where there had been a branch, there would not have been the 
capillary structure to bring the sap into the wild branch. The tree 
just knows to pump sap out into the capillaries, whether the branch 
is wild or natural  (Transferring this from trees to men, Scripture 
says that if the Jews had never experienced a hardening in part, 
the Gentiles could never have come in. In light of this, Paul admon-
ishes the Gentiles to be neither ignorant nor arrogant).   

For three years after the wild branches are grafted in, the state of 
the tree continues without alteration and without any visible fruit.    

The farmer then drills holes alongside the grafted-in branches 
and inserts the cultivated ones (that were cut off to make room for 
the wild ones).  These branches have been lying on the ground for 
three years.  How dry would they be? Surely no one would consider 
them to be of any use other than firewood (like the dry bones of  
Ezekiel 37).   

In the words of the horticulturalist, from a purely agricultural per-
spective an amazing thing takes place. The engrafted cultivated 
branches become “jealous” of the wild branches, begin to miracu-
lously draw the sap, and come back to life!  
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For another three years the tree still bears no fruit, as both branch-
es continue to feed together on the sap of the cultivated olive tree   
Then, in the seventh year, all the branches bear fruit together.

As strange as it may seem, the fact is, 
if the natural branches are not grafted 

back in, the entire tree will die!  

LL

What if, in the full picture, it is for the 
Church as it is for the olive tree?

LL

It is clear in Scripture that the removal 
of the veil from the eyes of the Jews 
is life from the dead for the Church. 

(Rom.11:15)

LL

Without the natural branches being put 
back in, the tree will die.

LL
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The Roots and  
The Covenants

Around the mid-1990’s the subject of the Jewish roots of Christian-
ity became a familiar topic of discussion. It subsequently developed 
into a serious movement.  Somewhere along the line, understand-
ing that the three founding Patriarchs were actually not Jews but 
Hebrews, it became more correctly known as the “Hebrew Roots 
Movement.”   

The elements most readily associated with this movement are an 
emphasis on the seven yearly feasts given to Israel and keeping the 
Shabbat.  Rightly understood, these are in fact not Jewish holidays 
but commemorative feasts of the Lord relevant for all believers. 
They are personal to God and prophetic in nature, each carrying 
an aspect of the Divine message. The truths conveyed by them are 
found throughout Scripture and embodied in the life of Yeshua.  
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In the midst of it all, quite to be expected, it is not uncommon for 
Gentile believers to be drawn to adopt various elements of Jewish 
culture. Some have approached this as a way to further identify 
with natural Israel, and others have taken it to a point of emula-
tion…wanting to be Jewish. There are downsides to this direction. 
Many Jews, particularly the more orthodox, are offended by Gen-
tiles adopting the use of skullcaps and Jewish prayer shawls.   On 
the other side, Gentile believers coming alongside the Jews in their 
trials and persecution as non-Jews carries a testimony and message 
that would be otherwise lost.

Ephesians 2:11 speaks of being formerly Gentiles.  If we take being 
Jewish as a matter of genetics, such that one cannot change his 
DNA, a question arises. If you don’t become a Jew, and you are no 
longer a Gentile, what’s left? In becoming children of Abraham by 
faith, it follows that believing Gentiles become Hebrews according 
to the Spirit as the literal meaning of Hebrew is “to cross over.”   
  

LL

Having a right understanding and connection to our roots is vital 
for a solid and sure foundation  An individual’s roots are his an-
cestry…where his forefathers came from. Likewise, understanding 
the true nature, calling, and fabric of the Church begins with un-
derstanding its roots, which of course brings us to Israel. Israel is a 
nation…a people…a family with a documented heritage. We know 
when, where, how, and through whom they came into being. This 
quest takes us back beyond the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai.  
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Israel’s root was brought forth and established through three gen-
erations, well before the Exodus.  It began with Abraham.  He is 
the first to be known as a Hebrew. (Gen.14:13)  As a result of his 
choice to trust and follow God in a dramatic and radical way, he 
became what we might call the primary root, the father of our faith. 
By sovereign calling, the promise given to Abraham was passed on 
to his son Isaac before he was born. When Isaac’s wife Rebekah was 
pregnant with the twins Jacob and Esau, the Lord told her that the 
older, Esau, would serve the younger, Jacob. The lineage of promise 
was determined by the Lord prior to Jacob’s birth. 

LL

Having rightly identified the root, let’s take a deeper look into its 
nature and relationship to the tree 

“For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root 
is holy, so are the branches. And if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among 
them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness 
of the olive tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do 
boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root 
supports you.” (Rom.11:16-18)

“For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, 
and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, 
how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted 
into their own olive tree?”  (Rom.11:24)

LL
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In the beginning there were two trees in the garden…the tree of life 
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Moving toward the 
closing of this age, once again we find ourselves confronting two 
trees… the wild and the cultivated olive trees. One is symbolic of 
the passing-away kingdom of this world, and the other the eternal 
Kingdom of God. Romans 11:24 identifies the wild tree as the na-
tions and the cultivated tree as Israel  Verses 16-18 note that the 
root determines the nature of the branches. These verses instruct 
those that have been grafted in as to how they are to relate to the 
natural branches and the root.     

LL

The fact that there were only three Patriarchs is by Divine design. 
They were not chosen at random to pass something along to which 
they bore no connection. Their being known as Hebrews is also 
significant. The essential meaning of the word “Hebrew” is about 
crossing over. Concerning Abraham in particular and the events 
of his life, he crossed over from being of this world to being one 
who “waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.”  (Heb.11:10)

The knowledge of God needed to bring us to maturity is embod-
ied in the lessons of the lives of the Patriarchs  We don’t need to 
look very far to find the Cross in each.  As the Lamb was cruci-
fied from before the foundations of the world, so the testimo-
ny and calling to the crucified life was always there. These three 
living epistles laid the foundation for the nation to be born.      
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LL
 
Let us consider the lives of the three roots of the cultivated olive 
tree. They touch on all the dimensions of life:  body, soul, and spirit.
 
Abraham left everything he had to follow a God He had not known. 
He left his land, his people, and his father’s house:  the source of 
his physical provision (his land); his emotional support system (his 
people); and his very identity (his father’s house).  Abraham trusted 
God for every aspect of his provision.

Allowing himself to be bound on the altar, Isaac’s example of sub-
mission to his father is the reflection of the life of Yeshua. His de-
pendence on God was further evident in accepting whomever God 
would choose for his wife (Gen.24), as was his not asserting his 
rightful ownership of his father’s wells. (Gen.26)

Carnal Jacob recognized that his twisted conniving nature was 
about to bring about his death at the hand of his brother Esau. Con-
fronting himself, he wrestled with the Lord, refusing to let go until 
he had been blessed and changed. He was transformed into Israel, 
a prince with God, becoming the father of the twelve tribes.  

Each of the three walked in the spirit of the Cross, putting to death 
the ways and desires of their flesh.  Abraham knew the truth that 
God would provide. Isaac knew that God was the source of life, the 
author and finisher of all things. Jacob acknowledged the darkness 
in himself and humbly cried out to God to be transformed.
Through the patriarchal roots comes the fatness of the olive tree.
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LL

 
Can the revelation of what God 

entrusted to the Patriarchs  
Be truly embodied outside of 

relationship with Israel?     
(see Romans 11:16,17)

LL
 
The nation of Israel was founded through the lives of three Patri-
archs. Its relationship with God was built through the dynamics 
of three covenants. The fact that God made three covenants with 
Israel is as notable as that there were three Patriarchs. It is logical to 
conclude that all that needed to be communicated, understood and 
established was accomplished within the framework of the three.

An important premise behind this study is that the life of physi-
cal Israel was given by God to us as a manifestation in the natural 
realm of eternal spiritual realities and principles. While we want to 
take care not to over-spiritualize, we also want to be careful not to 
miss something God wants us to know and understand.

LL
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Does this fit into our framework  

of understanding? 

LL

As noted in the last session, this section of history opens in Gen-
esis 12 with God telling Abraham that if he will leave everything 
he knows behind and go for a walk with Him, he will be blessed, 
become a blessing, and be the father of a great nation. Notice that 
God does not declare or identify himself in any way.    

In Genesis 15:1 God comes again, saying, “Don’t be afraid Abra-
ham, I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward” (alternate-
ly translated, your reward will be very great). This interchange is 
more personal. In addition to stating promises to Abram, He shares 
something of His part in the relationship. To confirm the veracity 
of the declaration and His personal commitment to it, verse 18 re-
cords God putting the promises in the framework of a covenant. 
A covenant is by definition an agreement that carries dire conse-
quences if broken. The nature of the consequences is exemplified 
by the parties passing between the parts of animals that had been 
divided in two. In this case, God alone symbolically passed between 
the parts, indicating His unconditional ratification of the promises.
The next interchange in Genesis 17:1 was even more personal. In 
the first encounter God spoke to Abram. In the second He came in 
a vision. This time He appeared to Abraham, presenting Himself:  
“I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless, and I will 
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make My covenant between Me and you and will multiply you ex-
ceedingly.”  In verse 7 God declared this covenant to be an everlast-
ing covenant. He went on to say that the sign of the covenant would 
be the circumcision of every male on the eighth day. Anyone who 
failed to do this would have broken the covenant.   
  

LL

We know from Galatians 6:15 that in Messiah the circumcision of 
the flesh is of no consequence, but it is rather about being a new 
creation. Affirming that the physical is meant as a picture of the 
spiritual, Deuteronomy 10:16 calls for us to circumcise the foreskin 
of our heart. The picture does not end there; Deuteronomy 30:6 
declares that the Lord will circumcise our heart.      

LL

There is apparently a part for us to do, and a part for God to do.  Our 
part, set forth in Deuteronomy 10:16, is to not be stiffed-necked; to 
not be set in our own ways; to not be proud and stubborn.  In Mat-
thew 18:1-5 we find this principle of being as a little child – trusting 
and teachable -- set forth by Yeshua as an entrance requirement for 
the Kingdom of Heaven.    

The Scripture goes on to say (in Deuteronomy 30) that when we 
find ourselves outside the place of blessing, if we will turn to Him 
with all our heart and soul, He will do His part…circumcise our 
hearts to love Him.  
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Right from the beginning, when God told Abraham to walk before 
Him in Genesis 16, He revealed His desire:  a relationship charac-
terized by transparency, openness and honesty of heart. Such is the 
essence of the first of the three covenants God made with Israel.

LL
 
The first covenant, known as the Abrahamic Covenant, was made 
with Abraham and confirmed to Isaac and Jacob.  The second was 
with the nation at Mount Sinai  

“So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you 
to perform, the Ten Commandments, and He wrote them on two 
tablets of stone.”  (Deut.4:13)

“The Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.  The Lord 
did not make this covenant with our fathers, but with us, those 
who are here today, all of us who are alive.”  (Deut.5:2-3) 

LL

The Ten Commandments were given to make it known that by our 
own strength, man could not be righteous. We could not live before 
God with open transparent hearts and enter into the kind of rela-
tionship He set before Abraham.    

According to the Abrahamic Covenant, in order for God to fulfill 
His side -- to be their God and their shield, to bring them into the 
Land He swore to their forefathers, and to make them a blessing to 
all the nations, all they needed to do was circumcise all the males 
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that were part of their house. The greater dimension, the meaning 
behind it all, was that there would be a true intimacy and love be-
tween God and His people. The pathway to that end sits between 
Deuteronomy 10:16 and 30:6.

As we related in Sessions Two and Three, our sin nature and our 
inability to bridge our separation from God would be seen and un-
derstood only in the light of the revelation of the unchanging nature 
and ways of the Lord as set forth in the Sinai Covenant  We can 
fully understand the essential purpose of the Sinai Covenant only 
through the eyes of the New Testament.    

LL
 
The coming of a New Covenant is declared in Jeremiah 31:31-34:

“’Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah— not according to the covenant that I made with their fa-
thers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was 
a husband to them, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: 
I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  No more shall 
every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 
‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them 
to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniq-
uity, and their sin I will remember no more.’”



63

The Roots and the Covenants

This then takes us into the fulfillment of what began with Abraham 
in Genesis 17. The Abrahamic Covenant was ratified by God Him-
self and required nothing of the individual except a circumcision 
that was decided for him.  The responsibility to pass the covenant 
on is with the parents.  This eternal covenant is still kept today by 
most Jews.    

The Sinai Covenant, also known as the Mosaic Covenant, on the 
other hand, could not be kept.  It was given to lead us to see our 
need for a new heart (as was related in Session Two).

The New Covenant, ratified in the blood of Yeshua, established 
God’s promise to do for us what we could not do for ourselves, if we 
would only acknowledge that fact and turn to Him. All it required 
was honesty and humility -- a circumcised heart.  

LL

Along with each covenant, God revealed a name by which He for-
merly had not been known.   

To Abraham He appeared as El Shaddai…the all-sufficient, ma-
ny-breasted one, the image is of a nursing mother providing all of a 
child’s physical needs.  This being the first name He revealed at the 
beginning of His relationship with Israel positions understanding 
this aspect of His nature as foundational. It was the knowledge of 
God as El Shaddai that gave Abraham the faith to leave everything.  
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In keeping with the nature and purpose of the Sinai Covenant, He 
revealed His name to be Yahweh…the LORD, the One who never 
changes. His words are established in heaven forever. The proper 
response to this can only be unquestioning obedience. This was 
repeatedly demonstrated in Isaac’s life. However, without first 
knowing Him as El Shaddai, no one would willingly surrender to 
the absolute dictates of Yahweh.

Entrance into the New Covenant required acknowledging one’s 
sin and calling out for God’s mercy. Yeshua came, lived, died, and 
rose to answer our call and bring us to the other side. It is the very 
meaning of His name…salvation.  Crooked Jacob wrestled with his 
twisted nature before an impending death and was raised a new 
person…Israel.  Jacob knew God as Yeshua.

LL
 
The life lessons of the Patriarchs, the three covenants made with 
Israel, and the accompanying names of God are all set forth in linear 
progression. It’s very much like building a house. First comes the 
foundation, then the structure, and then the furnishings  The real 
goal of coming to the fullness of maturity here on earth is that we 
would make and be a dwelling place for the Presence of the Lord.  

LL

How do we view the place of the nation of Israel before God?  For 
the most part, for different reasons, they have not recognized that 
Yeshua is the promised Messiah.   
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Scripture is clear that there is no other way to God than through the 
shed blood of the Lamb. Without adding or subtracting anything 
from that fact, it is interesting to consider the lives of the Patriarchs.  

Long before Yeshua’s birth, death and resurrection:

Abraham walked in the knowledge of El Shaddai;

Isaac totally surrendered his life before Yahweh; and

Jacob actually wrestled with Yeshua and was changed into a new 
person with a new name.  

It sounds a bit like how we think of being born again.  
 

LL
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As it is written  

Genesis 12:3

“Now the Lord had said to Abram:  “Get out of your country, from 
your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will 
show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and 
make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you. And I will curse him who curses you; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So here begins the story of Israel. And quite a beginning it is. It 
is hard to imagine that in their first interaction God asked Abra-
ham to basically leave everything. The promise God made before 
this Hebrew had done anything is perhaps equally beyond the 
norm. As the history of the Jewish people unfolded, what hap-
pened between these verses and the offering up of Isaac in chapter 
22 remains the cornerstone of God’s relationship with the nation.   
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Though the passage is well known, the full meaning can be grasped 
only from the Hebrew text. The translated versions read, “…and I 
will curse him who curses you.” However, the accurate rendering 
of the Hebrew text reads, “He that lightly esteems you I will bitter-
ly curse.”  

This takes us far beyond speaking evil, wishing someone evil, or 
outright cursing. We understand the implication of the Hebrew 
words to include withholding blessing or any honor or recognition 
rightfully due. Simply put, to not esteem the children of Israel as 
God does would result in a bitter curse. 

Perhaps it is difficult, given the modern day emphasis on God’s 
grace and love, to imagine God cursing anyone. However, if we do 
the math, the estimates of how many people drowned in the Flood 
range from a very conservative low of two billion to a more-likely 
ten billion.  Would we consider them as cursed?  Many would ex-
plain it as this is the God of the Old Testament. Right. It's the same 
One that said He would make a New Covenant with the house of 
Israel.  Furthermore, isn’t He the one that is the same yesterday, 
today and forever?  

Even though the majority of professing Christians worldwide may 
be totally unaware of this declaration, it doesn’t alter the fact that it 
is the unchanging word of God and therefore our spiritual reality. 
It seems reasonable to expect that a bitter curse from God would 
carry with it eternal ramifications.    
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Believing that Yeshua is the Messiah does not keep us from the con-
sequences of not walking in God’s ways…which are as changeless as 
His nature.

After all that has been presented in these sessions about the place 
of the children of Israel in God’s heart, the radical nature of Genesis 
12:3 should not be surprising.

LL
Matthew 25:31- 46

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels 
with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations 
will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He 
will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then 
the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of 
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun-
dation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was 
thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me 
in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited 
Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will 
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed 
You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You a strang-
er and take You in, or naked and clothe You?  Or when did we see 
You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And the King will answer 
and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to 
one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”
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“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, 
you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty 
and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take 
Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you 
did not visit Me.’ Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ Then He will 
answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And 
these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.”

From our earliest days of walking with the Lord and for some twen-
ty-five years, we understood this passage to be about how we treat-
ed the destitute of the world   If that interpretation is correct, what 
is the acceptable measure?  How many do we need to care for? How 
often? At what cost? If how we treat the least of these determines 
our eternal destiny, how would we ever know we had done enough? 
How could we ever be assured of being saved?    

Who then is Yeshua referring to as the “least of His brethren”?  

He divides the nations into two groups:  spiritually alive and spir-
itually dead…those that are His and those that are not.  Speaking 
to those that are His born-again spiritual brethren, He refers to a 
group that are evidently not part of the group He is addressing, yet 
He calls them His brethren. If they were born again, they would be 
sheep and standing with His spiritual brethren. If they would be 
also brethren of the group He was addressing, we’d expect Him to 
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so identify them as “your brethren” or “our brethren.” But His des-
ignating them as His brethren is meaningful and significant.   

Throughout the New Testament this Greek word for “brethren” is 
used to designate either spiritual or natural brethren. Considering 
all this, we have no choice but to conclude that these “least of His 
brethren” are natural brethren…the Jews.

Though the logic makes perfect sense, the difficulty is with what 
Yeshua attaches to their treatment:  “’Assuredly, I say to you, inas-
much as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do 
it to Me.’ And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.”

This is a hard saying.  Will we hear it?

LL
Matthew 23:39

“…for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the Lord.’”

Does this verse say that the Lord will not return until 
a critical mass of the children of Israel recognize that 
Yeshua is the Messiah…the Son of God?

Have we known and believed this already?

How have we responded?

How will we respond in the future?
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LL
 
Romans 11:15

“For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what 
will their acceptance be but life from the dead?” 

Who among us has prayed for revival? Who has ever longed to see 
the glory of God fill a room? Who desires to see people healed at the 
mention of His Name? Who has ever been filled with holy anger for 
the devastation satan has brought to God’s creation? The list of like 
questions could go on   The very clear, straightforward point is that 
according to this verse, all these things and more will be the result 
of a spiritual awakening in Israel.

Does this move us in any way? How? 

LL
 
Romans 11:11

“…through their [Israel’s] fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salva-
tion has come to the Gentiles.”

In light of all that we have looked at in this session, is it any wonder 
that God’s primary purpose or first concern in making the Gentiles 
keepers of the revelation of salvation is that their energies and ef-
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forts would be directed towards the salvation of Israel?

 
How are we expressing that?

LL
 
Romans 12:1

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service.”

Have you noticed that Romans 12:1 comes right after Romans 11?  

Romans 11 is the clearest and most-detailed section in the New Tes-
tament laying out Israel’s calling and the place and partnership of 
the nations     

Romans 12:1 is the central verse about worship in the NT.  Though 
the word “worship’ does not appear, presenting ourselves as living 
sacrifices is exactly what worship is. Since it opens up with the word 
“therefore,” it connects what comes in Romans 12 with what just 
came before in chapter 11. The injunction of 12:1 could hardly be 
stronger or more demanding. We are being called to present our 
very bodies as living sacrifices in the light of and for the purpose 
of fulfilling what was set forth in chapters 9-11. To connect the 
very act of worship with the calling on Israel is of major 
importance.
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LL
Romans 15:8 

“Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circum-
cision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the 
fathers, and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy….” 

  ✡ Is Yeshua our example?  
  ✡ Does He express the heart of our Father?  
  ✡ Do we follow Him?  
  ✡ Are we called to do the works He did and more? 
  ✡ Have we become servants of the Jews (the circumcision)? 

 

LL

Can the answer to the first four 
questions be yes if the last  

answer is no?

LL
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Preparing the Way  
of the Lord 

 
 
 
When you think about it, the report of the ten spies was rather cu-
rious. After all the incredible miracles they saw and experienced, 
how is it that they thought God would not continue to walk them 
through whatever situation He called them into?  

After they entered the land forty years later, we came to see the true 
state of their hearts. Knowing God had commanded them to cast 
out all the inhabitants, the Israelites thought it made more sense 
to use the Canaanites as wood choppers and water carriers  If they 
killed them, then they would have to do those things for themselves. 

They were not thinking about God’s needs or desires. They thought 
God brought them out of Egyptian bondage to bless them. They 
were unaware that the hour of their deliverance was already set 
when God made the original covenant with Abraham in Genesis 
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15:13-16. It would be when the iniquity of the Amorite (the chief 
Canaanite tribe) reached full measure. The timing was not in re-
sponse to the suffering of Israel, as most tend to think. Rather it 
was about God’s need to cleanse the land He had chosen for His 
dwelling place. How self-centered they were.  But over the next two 
millennia, there were some who saw Him and cared about Him…a 
few here and there 

LL

Has Israel changed much in the last 2000 years?

On June 7,1967 IDF paratroopers entered the Old City. Jerusalem’s 
holiest sites, the Temple Mount and the Western Wall, came under 
Jewish control for the first time in 2000 years. 

What a celebration there was in the streets all over the land!  What 
a prophetic sign to the Body of Messiah! 

For many believers around the world, this marked the end of the 
times of the Gentiles and heralded Yeshua’s soon return. As It is 
written: “Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of 
the Gentiles are fulfilled.”  (Lk.21:24)   

LL

How do we imagine God felt  
at that moment?
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LL

There is another side to the story that many are not aware of. Within 
two hours after Israel had dominion over what could be termed the 
spiritual center of the world, Israeli defense minister Moshe Dayan 
removed the Israeli flag that the paratroopers had raised on the 
Mount and went on to establish a status quo in effect to this day -- a 
status quo that gave control of the Temple Mount to the Jordani-
ans. If that was not enough of an appeasement for our defeated foe, 
in concert with the government of Israel Dayan enacted a statute 
officially forbidding Jews to pray on the Mount.  The city was taken 
back. Yet its heart, the center of Jewish religious life and hope, the 
very spot God placed His name, where Abraham offered up Isaac, 
was put into the hands of our enemies.  

On May 27/28, 2017, with ceremonies, parades, and a variety of 
gala events, Israelis marked the 50th anniversary of the liberation 
and unification of Jerusalem.  

LL

How do we imagine God felt in the 
midst of those celebrations?

LL
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Israel Meir Lau, former Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel made a 
remarkable statement at the occasion of the 50th anniversary cel-
ebrations. He perceived that God was grieved by the fact that our 
rejoicing for the city showed no concern whatsoever for the longing 
of His heart. Jerusalem without the Temple Mount is like a body 
without a heart  
 

LL

It doesn’t seem that we have  
changed much…does it?

LL

This was all about Israel.   
What about the church?  Are we 

 really any different?

LL
 
 
Isaiah 40:1-5

“‘Comfort, yes, comfort My people!’ says your God. ‘Speak com-
fort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, that her warfare is ended, 
that her iniquity is pardoned; for she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins.’”  (Is.40:1-2)  
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Who is the Lord speaking to in verse one?  It’s obviously not to 
Israel.  Who is in a position to understand and speak such things?  
Can there be any doubt that these words are directed to the Gentile 
believing community? He is calling the Church to be part of this 
process 
 

LL

Is that us He is speaking to or  
someone somewhere else? 

 
Does it seem like God is making a 
request or offering a suggestion?

LL

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every 
valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill brought low; 
the crooked places shall be made straight and the rough places 
smooth; the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’”  (Is.40:3-5)

Most of us are familiar with verses 1 and 2 and 3 - 5. Have we 
thought of them as pertaining to separate themes?  What if verse 3 
follows verse 2 by Divine design, and they are connected?  
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We cry out for the Lord to come. We tell Him how we long for His 
Presence. We fast and pray and and and… 

And all the while, from before the birth of Yeshua He laid out the 
plan 

LL

Comforting Zion is very much part of 
preparing the way of the Lord. 

LL

 
When we see Him, what if He asks if we 

were familiar with these verses? 
 

What will we say? 
 

What if that day happens to  
be tomorrow?

LL
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Right from the exodus out of Egypt, God made Israel’s purpose 
known:  to worship and serve Him.  
In Psalm 22:3 we read, “You are holy, enthroned in the praises of 
Israel.”  The literal Hebrew reads more like, 
“You are holy that sits in the praises of Israel.”   

What if there are no praises in Israel? 
Would He sit somewhere else?   

Is there any other place He longs to 
be…where He has placed His name?

LL

 
Is this convicting? Embarrassing? 

Uncomfortable? Hard to hear?  
 

Who then are we living for? 
 

Are we different from the people  
of Israel? 

LL
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Session Two set forth a picture of a people that have lived under 
God’s righteous judgment and the world’s condemnation for some 
two thousand of years. Can we imagine how deeply such a histo-
ry has affected the soul of the nation? Let us not be deceived by 
an external appearance of pride and self-sufficiency. Though most 
of the nation would register as secular, most believe that the Old 
Testament stories are really our history. It’s just there…not a living 
part of our daily life  The deeds of our ancestors are recorded  We 
really did tell the Creator of the universe that we did not want Him 
to rule over us. Unimaginable! It is impossible that such a history, 
such experiences, did not leave deep subconscious wounds. 

Whatever Israel does, whatever amazing contributions they have 
made to the world, without the Presence and intimate knowledge of 
God, no individual or people having such a history can be at peace 
with themselves.  The Israel of today needs comforting far more 
than the nation did at the time Isaiah wrote these words.  

With that thought in mind, consider the import of Romans 11:11. 
“I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly 
not. But through their fall, to provoke them to jealously, salvation 
has come to the Gentiles.” It is a prime directive…a top priority. 
It essentially declares that the very purpose to which the Gentiles 
have been made stewards of the revelation of the Gospel is to make 
Israel envious.  The literal meaning there is “to stand alongside.”  
How right that is. What can heal this deep rejection more than just 
standing alongside?  

Years ago, the nation had a hard time trusting the motives of all the 
Christians coming and visiting and marching. There is good reason 
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for that. They believed that they had an agenda to convert the Jews 
to Christianity. Today, after two solid decades of real love and com-
fort being demonstrated, they have begun to believe it is real, and 
things are changing. Things have changed. On the natural human 
level the degree of change is amazing.  

While much of the world points its finger, calls Israel names, and 
seeks her destruction, to come alongside is not without cost.  In 
the face of such costly support, what would the people of Israel 
think?  While Israel is consumed with its own survival, the impact 
of a people living a selfless life rooted in eternity is making them 
jealous.

LL
 
What do we think about people whose direct, conscious, and will-
ful disobedience and rebellion have created the problems they find 
themselves in? How do we view them? What do we say? More than 
likely, it would seem appropriate to show them the error of their 
ways, lest covering over the sin and its consequences would leave 
them unhealed, continuing down the very same path again and 
again  In the light of such a perspective, consider the following 

Zechariah 3:1-7

“Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the 
Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose 
him. 2And the Lord said to Satan, ‘The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The 
Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand 
plucked from the fire?” Now Joshua was clothed with filthy 
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garments, and was standing before the Angel. Then He an-
swered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, 
‘Take away the filthy garments from him.’ And to him He 
said, ‘See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe 
you with rich robes.  And I said, ‘Let them put a clean turban 
on his head.’   So they put a clean turban on his head, and 
they put the clothes on him.  And the Angel of the Lord stood 
by. Then the Angel of the Lord admonished Joshua, saying, ‘Thus 
says the Lord of hosts:  ‘If you will walk in My ways, and if you 
will keep My command, then you shall also judge My house, and 
likewise have charge of My courts; I will give you places to walk 
among these who stand here.’”

This is quite an amazing passage with a number of points that relate 
to our topic. Being that Joshua is the High Priest of Israel, we take 
it that he is representative of the nation and not there only as an 
individual. The literal Hebrew describing the nature of the filth of 
his clothes is more than that they were simply dirty; he was covered 
in his own excrement. His state was the fruit of his own doing; he 
did it to himself. (For the record, from the Hebrew we know that the 
Angel of the Lord is called by the Hebrew יהוה …Yahweh).  

Firstly, who are those who are standing there before the Lord? Per-
haps they are angels? They are surely not of Israel, as Joshua is the 
symbol of Israel. The passage ends with God conditionally giving 
Joshua places to walk among those who stand there. It would not 
follow that the redeemed of Israel would be given a place among the 
angels, as the angels are given to serve the redeemed. (See Heb.1:14)  
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They can therefore only be those cleansed by the blood who are 
not of the natural house of Israel.  Again, God is speaking to us, the 
Gentile part of the Church. 

We should take note of the nature of the interchange.  As Joshua is 
covered in his own carnal deeds, satan seeks to take advantage of 
the moment to accuse Joshua/Israel before the Lord.  God, making 
no mention of how Joshua got to be in the state he was, simply di-
rects those who stood before Him to take away Joshua’s filthy gar-
ments. That sounds much like, “Comfort, yes, comfort my people.” 

LL
 
Isaiah 62: 1,6,7

“For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake 
I will not rest….  You who make mention of the Lord, do not keep 
silent, and give Him no rest till He establishes and till He makes 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”

Once again God, our Father, is speaking to a group of people about 
the condition of Israel. Identifying them by “those who make men-
tion of the Lord” or “you who call on the Lord” leaves no question 
that these people know Him and are not part of natural Israel.

In the two passages above (Zechariah 3 and Isaiah 40) God is call-
ing for ministry to Israel. Comfort Zion. Change their clothes. This 
passage is about Him. It describes how He feels. The eternal Cre-
ator of all things Who loves us beyond measure, having given us 
everything we need for life and godliness, is sharing with us from 
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the depth of His soul.  The matter of Zion, His concern for the sake 
of Jerusalem, is such that it never leaves Him. He will not be at rest 
until this matter is settled.  

Father is looking for worshipers. He is looking for Abrahams to go 
where they have never gone and do what what makes no sense, just 
because God asked.  He is looking for Davids who don’t care what 
anyone thinks about them, whose only request is to be in God’s 
Presence.  He is looking for Isaiahs who will answer, “Here I am! 
Send me.” He is looking for healed lepers who come back with more 
than a thank you. He is looking for Marys who pour all they have 
at His feet, asking for nothing. He is looking for those that actually 
care about Him as a person. He is looking for the first love of a Bride 
for her husband.

Is that us? Are we the ones He is 
looking for?

Do we feel His burden? Are we 
touched? Are we moved?  

If His declarations and requests are not 
enough to move us to action… who then 

are we living for?  

LL
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Is there anything unclear about the 
message and point of the passages 

above? 

LL

How have we missed it for so long? 

LL

Are we the Body of Messiah really any 
different from ancient Israel?

LL
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Session 9 

A Strategic Perspective  

“We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against princi-
palities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”  
(Eph.6:12)

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the 
flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 
God for pulling down strongholds,…” (2 Cor.10:3-6)

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about 
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”  (1Pet.5:8,9)

“Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.” (Col.2:15)
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“Then he said, ‘Do you know why I have come to you? And now 
I must return to fight with the prince of Persia, and when I have 
gone forth, indeed the prince of Greece will come. But I will tell 
you what is noted in the Scripture of Truth. (No one upholds me 
against these, except Michael your prince….’”  (Dan.10:20)

Three times in the Gospel of John, Yeshua refers to “the ruler of this 
world.” (Jn.12:31, 14:30, 16:11)   

LL

It is hard to understand the mind of the devil. Perhaps he some-
how has a hope of not receiving the judgment already written? John 
16:11 says, “The ruler of this world is judged.” Psalm 149:9 says, 
“…to execute on them the written judgment….” It would stand to 
reason that the “great deceiver” is the most deceived of all.

LL

The subject of spiritual warfare is really not as complicated as one 
might think. It is a battle between light and darkness. John 1:5 says, 
“And the light shines in the darkness and the darkness does not 
overcome it.” In the spiritual as in the natural, darkness simply 
does not exist in the presence of light. 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 says, “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has 
blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory 
of Messiah, who is the image of God, should shine on them.”  The 
original Greek word for “blinded” means “to make a smoke.” As the 
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clouds veil the sun, the solution is simple…in the natural and the 
spiritual. The wind, the spirit, blows away the clouds. Where God is, 
the prince of this world is unable to remain. So the simple essence 
of it all is to make a place for the Presence of the Lord. “Where the 
Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.”  (2 Cor.3:17)

LL
 
The purpose of this session is to understand the nature of the spir-
itual battle going on around us from a global perspective; in partic-
ular, concerning the place of Israel from God’s perspective and that 
of the devil as well 

LL

Most individuals have some kind of plan for their lives. Communi-
ties, cities, nations, churches, denominations, and sports teams all 
have various goals they would like to reach. It is foundational and 
basic to develop something of a strategy for how to get where you 
want to go  

Practically from day one of our believing life, we are made aware 
of the fact that we are in a 24/7 spiritual battle. It is a real war in 
every sense of the word. No one doubts it. Once a people would 
decide to go to war…in this case, a decision already made for us…
before one act is committed…before one shot is fired…even before 
any open declaration is made…the cost is counted and a strategic 
plan developed 
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Has any army ever gone into a  
war without a strategy? 

 
What is ours? 

What is our target?   
Where do we first engage?

LL

The fact that the conflict around us is spiritual by nature is not a 
new thought. The verses mentioned above are quite familiar. Over 
the last few decades many have come to understand that global, 
regional and even local issues need to be dealt with through prayer, 
intercession and worship. During the same period the word “strat-
egy” started showing up. Armies generally consist of air force, navy, 
infantry, and Special Forces. Every battle is unique, and each one 
requires strategic planning as to how best to utilize the various 
forces. Given that the enemy is well aware of what is written in 
Scripture about end-time events, we can be rather certain that the 
forces of darkness have been getting ready for what’s coming for 
quite a while  

LL
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It is important that the Body of Messiah 
understands that as time goes on the 

issues we face daily are more and 
more connected to regional and global 

spiritual dynamics. 

LL

We commonly refer to this war as between the kingdom of light and 
the kingdom of darkness.  

Though these demonic forces do not dwell in the natural/physical 
realm, they are nonetheless limited created beings, bound to func-
tion within the framework of God’s laws.  

From the context presented in the verses above, it is clear that the 
forces of darkness are aligned according to a hierarchical system, 
with satan being chief of the demonic host. They are essentially an 
army of beings with varying authority and power…just like natural 
armies.  

As with every army, the soldiers are directed by commanders 
that are positioned somewhere. Consequently, we can be certain 
that the kingdom of darkness has a command and control center 
(headquarters).   

LL
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Do we have any indication of where   

this headquarters is?

LL

Matthew 23:39 records Yeshua speaking over Jerusalem/Israel, 
saying, “…you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He that 
comes in the name of the Lord!’”

The commonly accepted understanding of the outworking of this is 
that the Lord will not return until the eyes of the hearts of a “critical 
mass” in Israel are opened to recognize and accept Him as Israel’s 
promised Messiah.  

This thought alone gives perspective explaining so much of what 
Israel has experienced throughout its entire history.

Is it true that this verse indicates that 
the timing of Yeshua’s return 

 is connected to Israel’s spiritual 
awakening? 

 
If so, what would the ramifications be in 

the kingdom of darkness?
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LL
The centrality of Israel in the revelation of God unto the salvation 
of the world is widely supported throughout all of Scripture in var-
ious ways, the crowning verse being from Romans 11:15 which we 
quoted at the close of the previous session:

“If their being cast away was the reconciling of the world, what 
will their acceptance be but life from the dead?”

LL

 
What then is undoubtedly the devil’s 

greatest fear and concern? 

LL

At some point, as that moment approaches, and the fields of Israel 
are white for harvest, the ruler of this world will concentrate even all 
his forces to prevent the spiritual eyes of Israel from being opened. 

LL

We can conclude that the place of the greatest concentration of the 
most powerful forces of darkness would be at the point of his great-
est weakness. From there it is a simple deduction that the enemy’s 
command and control center must be in the second heaven over the 



96

Israel Revealed

land and people of Israel. In any war, in every battle, the primary 
target and objective is to disrupt the chain of command and control.  

If the devil’s chief demonic principalities and powers are gathered 
over Israel, changing the atmosphere over Israel will consequently 
have a domino effect across the world. This is true for any kingdom. 
It is written, “…strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered.”  
(Mk.14:27)

LL

Does this make sense?   
Do we believe it to be true?

LL

Do we desire to make a difference in 
the global spiritual condition? 

 
Are we soldiers in the Lord’s army? 

 
A true response to the reality 
presented here will have an  
effect on our everyday life.  

 
Are we ready for that? 



97

LL

Session 10 

Now What?  

 
 
 
So… Where are we?

What do we think?  Are we clear in our minds?  

Do we see something of the path ahead?

Has it been a difficult journey?  Are we still in 
process mode? 

How do we feel? Are our hearts at rest?

The last session being about strategy would naturally lead us toward 
some kind of response. First and foremost, it is important that the 
roots of what was just planted be firmly established. Having our eyes 
opened to see things in a new way is a stirring experience. However, 
the actuality of the experience is easily misunderstood. Along with  
experiencing the fruit of an initial impartation, we receive a seed 



98

Israel Revealed

as opposed to a mature fruit tree. The Lord gives us a taste of the 
fruit in preparation for the work that needs to be done to plant and 
grow the tree. In the flush and rush of revelation, we can miss the 
fact that we are in possession of seed rather than fruit, which we 
find out relatively soon when trying to give it away. As with trees, if 
the growth above goes higher and wider than the growth below, the 
tree will not have the stability to withstand the sure-coming wind 
and storm.  

The driving hope behind the development of these sessions is the 
vision for a Biblically-founded grassroots movement that will not 
waiver or wane in the trying days that lay ahead. The motivating 
force is an insight into the Lord’s heart that came in a word He 
spoke in 1990.  He said, “Don’t you think I want the Land filled 
with people praising me when I return?”  These words came in 
the context of the parable of the King’s wedding banquet to which 
the invited guests didn’t come. He continued on to say, “The people 
here (meaning the body in the Land) had better receive whom I 
send.” The background for this part was that we had already been 
impressed that the spiritual battle was too great for the Israeli 
Messianic Body to fight on its own. As we wrote in the end of the 
last session, the greatest concentration of the most powerful forces 
of darkness will most certainly be at the point of satan’s greatest 
weakness and fear…Israel.

“No one having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit 
for the kingdom of God.” (Lk.9:32)
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This is one of those difficult sayings. 
What do we think? What does it 

produce in us?

LL

In our discussion of Israel’s prophetic nature we touched on the 
perspective that many of the dynamics relative to the life of ancient 
Israel embody principles and lessons relevant for the life of the 
body today.  Israel’s first battle recorded in Exodus chapter 17:11,12 
is no doubt one such instance.  

“And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; 
and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.  But Moses’ 
hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, 
and he sat on it.  And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on 
one side and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady 
until the going down of the sun.”

Here we have lesson number one in basic battle strategy. It was 
a three-pronged effort. Moses was before the Lord holding up the 
rod of God.  Aaron and Hur were helping Moses. Joshua was on the 
ground dealing with the people. It  basically covers the three points 
of Yeshua’s prayer in John 17: the glory of God, the unity of the 
brethren, and freedom for the people.  

Applying this today we can relate the Body in the Land to Moses, 
the Body in the nations to his brothers, and the actual battle ending 
in freedom and victory for the people.  
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LL

So far we have discussed Israel in relation to the rest of the nations   
If this picture resonates as relevant for today, a logical next step 
would be to consider the strategic dynamics concerning the land of 
Israel itself. Some thoughts and perspective on that subject can be 
found at the following link.

www.galileeworship.com

LL

The dynamics of a believer’s earthly life can be seen in three di-
mensions. The first is our relationship as individuals with God.  
It is intimate, personal, and largely hidden. The next dimension 
is the relationship to our brothers and sisters.  Though we are 
created as individuals, it is Father’s intention and desire that we 
would be a body. Third is our corporate interaction in the world, 
which in the context of this series focuses on Israel. The subject 
of Israel is therefore like one strand of a three-fold cord. Some 
have a revelation about worship and ministry to God.  Some have 
a passion to build and strengthen the body.  Some have a calling 
to prepare a place for the Lord in Israel. Most believers carry one 
of these burdens; many carry two of the three; but few carry all 
three in the light of their being interconnected. These three as-
pects joined together are an essential element of the new wineskin. 
No single element can reach its fullness without the other two.   

LL
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For your information, at the time of this writing a work involving 
all three aspects is in progress, called “In Search of the Obvious…A 
Handbook for the New Wineskin.”
  

LL

We would suggest a fourth element that might help to complete the 
picture. It has to do with knowing the hour we are in, with prophet-
ic insight into the days just ahead. Noah had one hundred years to 
build the ark. The Lord Himself spoke about the need to know the 
times and seasons.

LL

The basic principles of life, God’s ways and plans, are all rooted in 
Scripture.  As Yeshua did only what He saw the Father doing, so our 
understandings, actions and ways must be founded on solid Bib-
lical precedent.  However, when it comes to discerning times and 
seasons, the path can be a bit foggy. Particularly in recent years, 
concerning the various and numerous unique configurations of the 
heavenly bodies, many claimed to have heard God say this or that, 
leading to a particular interpretation of what it all means. Generally 
speaking, such utterances tend to be highly subjective, difficult to 
verify, and often rather emotional. 

Having said that, we cannot “throw the baby out with the bath 
water.” We cannot disregard prophecy because so many have 
spoken things in God’s Name that He has in fact not said.
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It is written that the heavenly bodies  
are meant for giving signs.

LL

Of all the signs we have seen and heard of over past decades, one 
event stands out, objectively suggesting a time frame correspond-
ing to an ancient Biblical event that caused a major shift in world 
dynamics.   

As the sun went down over Jerusalem on August 21, 2017, “The 
Great American Eclipse” touched land on the west coast of the 
United States. The last time a total eclipse affected only the US was 
in 1776, the year of America’s Declaration of Independence. The 
Hebrew date of this eclipse was the 1st of Elul, beginning the month 
traditionally dedicated to soul searching and repentance, forty days 
before Yom Kippur. The first major city to experience totality (total 
eclipse) was Salem, Oregon. (Salem of course refers to Jerusalem.)  
The seventy-mile-wide path of totality traveled from northwest to 
southeast, crossing twelve states and seven cities named Salem.  
The place where totality lasted the longest was in the southern tip 
of Illinois in a region known as “Little Egypt,” which included a city 
named Cairo.  The name “Little Egypt” goes back to 1832 when a 
frost killed all the corn crops in the northern part of the state and 
this southern tip supplied grain for all.  In remembrance of the 
Bible story, the region was dubbed Little Egypt.  
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Another total eclipse will come to the US in about seven years…
hearkening back to the seven years of plenty and seven years of 
famine in the story of Joseph in the Book of Exodus. Moving from 
southwest to northeast, it will cross the path of the recent eclipse 
exactly in Little Egypt, where totality will again last the longest.  
The date is April 8, 2024, which is the first of Nisan…the beginning 
of the Biblical new year.  

We submit this as the backdrop to our discussion about the place 
of Israel in a wider global strategic picture.  According to the heart 
and nature of God revealed in Creation and confirmed in Scripture, 
there can be no doubt that He will give us clear and ample ad-
vance warning as to coming world-shifting events. Over the years a 
number of events have risen to the forefront, causing many to have 
solid expectations that did not come to pass.  God forbid that as a 
result we would cease paying attention to signs on the earth and in 
the heavens   

Let us bear in mind that after the eclipse of 2017, the US experienced 
unprecedented natural disasters amounting to over 300 billion dol-
lars in damage directly affecting millions of lives. We believe that 
following the next eclipse the world may well experience a dramatic 
shift that will alter life as we know it. The Bible leaves no doubt that 
great trials will precede the Lord’s return   

LL
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What do you think? 
 

Does this get our attention? 
 

Is it possible we are being given a 
window on the other side of which 

things will be very different? 
 

If so, then what? 

LL
 
Not to leave you hanging on that point, we might say a bit about 
how we are personally relating to the dynamics surrounding the 
two eclipses. We have no specific picture about exactly when, what, 
how or where something might happen. We find the convergence of 
details surrounding this event to be more than what we can com-
fortably think of watching from the sidelines. Most everyone we 
are in touch with believes that at some time in the not-too-distant 
future the world economies will collapse, the governmental struc-
tures will change, and the anticipated one-world anti-Christ system 
will come into being. Discerning this does not require a prophetic 
anointing. More than storing up food or supplies, the main thing on 
our heart to prepare for what’s coming is the development of small 
home-centered communities where people really know and trust 
one another. It’s about relationships. We are among those con-
vinced that the present pyramidal church structure will not work in 
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the days ahead  Learning how to live together with others is not a 
simple matter in the most ideal conditions. Expecting the shift will 
come as a thief in the night, we are doing whatever we can to share 
what we have seen and heard and experienced, that the Body would 
be ready before the “suddenly” is upon us.  

If you are touched, if your heart is moved, if you desire to connect 
with others of like mind, do not hesitate.  Do it.
Work while it is yet day. Gather to wait before the Lord. Learn to see 
one another as He sees us. Welcome and seek after the judgments 
of the Lord in our lives   

Of all there is to do concerning drawing close to Father’s heart and 
exercising spiritual strategic global influence, we suggest that pre-
paring a dwelling place for God in Israel sits at the top of the list. 
This is by no means something for a chosen few.  All of God’s chil-
dren are called to somehow be engaged in fulfilling the passion of 
Father’s heart.

LL

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things 
the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need 
all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righ-
teousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Therefore 
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its 
own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” (Mat.6:31-34)
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LL

 
He has shown us what is good, and told 

us what He requires of us. 
 

To do justly…to love mercy… and walk 
before him as a child.  (See Mic.6:8) 

LL
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A note ftom the authors

We met and married in 1969 and came to know Yeshua after a 
four-year journey though the world of the 60’s. We lived in New 
York City with our two children until immigrating to Israel in 1992.  
Having grown in the Lord with a passion for worship and evange-
lism, along the way the Lord opened our eyes to the dynamics of the 
spiritual battle, in particular the strategic part Israel plays in the 
larger picture. The heart of what was to become our life’s work was 
formed out of a revelation that In the midst of all the good things 
believers did, Father was left feeling personally neglected. Putting it 
all together, since 1997 we have been focused on making a place for 
worshipers from the nations to gather together in Israel to minister 
to the Lord. The result of His Presence changes the atmosphere, al-
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lowing those who are seeking His face to find Him. When this hap-
pens in Israel, there will be a release of the Spirit around the globe.  

Over the years we have had the privilege of stewarding facilities 
to host groups from the nations in Tel Aviv, the Judean Hills out-
side Jerusalem, and presently in the Galilee near Tiberias. Along 
with other local brethren, we are part of a growing Galilee Worship 
Network. 

For about twenty years we traveled extensively, sharing on worship 
and Israel, inviting brethren to come to the Land as living sacrifices 
in response to Romans 9-11. Since 2013 we have hosted groups of 
about twelve for a ten-day sacrificial offering. 

We truly hope that taking this journey has contributed to your passion for 
the Lord and added to your understanding of His thoughts and ways.  

We would be interested to hear how the material impacted you.

For the Glory of His Name,

Arni & Yonit Klein
ewisrael@emmausway.org
 
www.emmausway.org
www.galileeworship.com



Notes












