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Dear Beloved Brethren and Friends,

The three pictures below were painted during fifty hours of continuous worship on the life-
sized replica of Noah'’s Ark in the Hong Kong Harbor, beginning on the eve of the Feast of
Trumpets at the beginning of the Shemitah year (2014). We were with an Israeli team that
took part in this unigue moment along with worshipers from Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, the US, and other nations. The paintings were done simultaneously.

We’ve put them side by side below in the order the easels were set up in the room. Note
the similarity in the colors, hues, and movement. We took their creation to be quite
prophetic. The three subjects perfectly expressed the three burdens we carried into the
fifty hours, and were even done in the order we had them in our hearts:

- Firstly, the lateness of the hour and the impending judgment soon to come on all the
nations;

- Secondly, the centrality of ministering to the Lord in worship to prepare a place for His
Presence;

- And finally, the place of Israel in God’s plan.

What follows is a compilation of thoughts along the lines of the paintings, designed to be
more or less a summary of what we are hearing from the Spirit of the Lord. We pray that
you will be edified, challenged, and encouraged to join hearts with your brethren in Israel
so that the revelation of the Glory of God would fill the Land and flow out to the nations.

For the Glory of His Name,

Arni and Yonit Klein
Emmaus Way, Israel






The Nature of the Hour

It is very late. The darkness is increasing exponentially, even from one day to the
next. The Lord has already told us that these things must take place, so we
should not be surprised. When evil comes in like a flood and darkness rises over
the whole earth, then the Lord will arise and His glory will be seen. Signs in the
heavens and on the earth are before and around us, indicating that great change
is about to take place. In Matthew 25, once the midnight cry went forth
announcing the approach of the bridegroom, it was too late for five of the virgins
to purchase any more oil. After the twelve spies returned and the people rebelled
against the Word of the Lord, God told them that the door to the Promised Land
was closed to that generation. For a few years we have been sensing an hour
approaching when certain things will be sealed and changed forever...as in these
parables.

The Nature of the Battle

In the last twenty years, insanity has literally swept over the earth. What was once
considered vile and abhorrent has now become the accepted norm. It’s more
than that people are being tempted by the deceitfulness and cares of the world;
individuals and government leaders have openly forsaken reason and truth so
that their minds and hearts have become darkened, dull, and hard. Though this is
evident throughout the world, it is perhaps most evident in the way the world
ignores the facts concerning lIsrael. Consequently, we have come to the
realization that the need is beyond a gift or an anointing or a sign or any thing.
The light of God alone is sufficient to deal with this level of darkness.

Worship and the Presence of the Lord

Worship is the act of laying our life on the altar. It’s giving ourselves over
completely to God without asking anything in return. As The Apostle Paul
declares in Romans 12:1, he begins by saying, “...therefore...present your bodies
a living sacrifice....” Therefore, in response to all that God has done -- not to get
something or accomplish some temporal goal -- present yourself. It is coming to
God, saying “Here | am,” without asking for anything. By definition, worship is a
moment, an act, in which the worshiper -- in a manner of speaking -- “disappears”
and creates a space that God can fully inhabit. In principle it is so very simple.
God is light. Where He is, the darkness cannot remain. And so the eyes that
have been blinded by the prince of this world will be opened to see Yeshua.
There is no higher, more effective way to war against the darkness than by
making a place for God. In Israel’s first battle, against the Amalekites in Exodus
17, as God instructed Moses to lift up his hands holding his rod, He was teaching
us an important lesson about warfare.



The Calling and Place of Israel

Israel was created to make and be a dwelling place for God. Israel was and is set
apart to be a light to the nations. Israel has a priestly intercessory calling on
behalf of the nations. It is the place and people to which Yeshua will return. For
the purpose of this summary, let us look at an aspect of being a light to the
nations and its implications. Light enables people to see. Even if the eyes are
functional, without light we are effectively blind. Being a light to the nations can
be literally understood as bearing a particular energy source. It can enable sight
by being a force that causes something inhibiting seeing to be removed. It can be
a channel of insight and revelation, giving understanding to the mind. Israel is
called the apple of God’s eye; the Hebrew word for “apple” refers to Israel being
the pupil of the eye...which regulates the light coming into the body. If the pupil
does not function properly, one cannot see details. If it is absent altogether, the
body is blind. Without this degree of sight/spiritual discernment, the body is
unable to properly distinguish spirit from soul and is consequently incapable of
preparing an appropriate dwelling place for a Holy God.

The Calling and Place of the Nations

Salvation has come to the nations to make Israel jealous. If their (Israel's)
rejection was the salvation of the nations, what will their acceptance be but life
from the dead? You who call on the Lord, give yourselves no rest until He makes
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. These thoughts from Romans 11 and Isaiah 62
are just a few of the many Scriptures citing God’s calling on the nations to labor
for the restoration of the Kingdom in and to Israel. They stand as prime
directives, strategic perspectives, and intimate revelations of God’s personal
longings. They speak of more than good ideas and possible options. The
children of Israel may be able to see and even hold a rod of authority, but as
surely as Moses’ arms grew tired, we in the Land simply have not the ability or
strength to fulfill our calling alone.

The Nature and Location of the Front Line

In one way or another, every battle has a front line. Every organized army has
commanders and some kind of command and control center. It does not take
much to figure out where the great conflict between light and darkness is
centered. Satan is set on wanting his “throne” in Jerusalem. And if that weren’t
enough, the fact that Matthew 23:39 lets us know that Yeshua will not return
before the eyes of Israel are opened to see Him also lets us know that the
kingdom of darkness will focus all its energies to keep Israel blind. Concerning
one’s personal relationship and communication with God, it doesn’t matter where
we are and from where we pray. But concerning the battle between light and
darkness, though God is everywhere, the enemy’s headquarters is in Zion.



To this point we have considered the hour we are in...we have spoken of the
nature of the battle...we have identified the primary method of our
warfare...we have looked at the two main companies in the army and
considered their respective functions...and we have noted the location of
the enemy’s headquarters. We must next evaluate the state of our army
and seek the Lord’s strategy for battle.

The State of the Body in Israel

Considering that the chief forces of darkness and wickedness are all ultimately
focused first on Israel and Jerusalem gives a good sense of the spiritual
atmosphere. Satan’s main work is to accuse so as to divide. This is a direct
result of the spiritual condition of the one after whom the Land was initially named
-- Canaan. This name of Noah’s cursed grandson literally means humiliation. The
Body in the Land, both regionally and nationally, has yet to come into the unity
that the nations had at the building of the Tower of Babel. From where we sit, the
overall dynamics of the recent Gaza War present a pretty accurate picture of the
spiritual condition of the Body in the Land. To keep this brief, we will just say that
the Israeli army was surprised by the sophistication and commitment of the
enemy, unprepared for this type of warfare, and not ready to pay the price to
really win the war. This hearkens back to the spirit of the people when they first
entered the Land and the reason they did not cast out all the inhabitants as God
commanded. They acted as though God was bringing them into the Land for
themselves, not seeing that they were being sent, first and foremost, to cleanse
the Land and prepare it for Him. This same spirit and attitude remains at work in
the Body in the Land, in subtle but effective ways, and has hindered us from
paying the price to go to the necessary lengths to appropriately respond to the
approaching darkness. We need help!

The State of the Church in the Nations

Is the Church’s relationship or lack thereof to the Body in Israel an indication of its
relationship to God? With all the many good things being done in God’s Name
for the sake of the lost, hurting, and broken, there remains a decided lack of
intimacy and awareness of God’s personal feelings, in particular concerning the
children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It is our observation that in the Western
Church, many if not most are asleep, dreaming they are awake. To truly awaken
such a one is a considerable challenge. For many years, gifts and tangible
experience have been exalted above character and sacrificial living in much of the
Church. We have no doubt that this, along with the blindness to Israel, has put
the Church far from God’s heart. As things relate between the spiritual and the
natural, we also see a connection between the Church lightly esteeming Israel
and the forces of darkness being given “legal authority” to unleash all of hell
towards the destruction of the Jewish people. As we look generally at the
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blindness and rebellion of ancient Israel and the current state of the non-Jewish
part of the Church, we don’t see much difference.

One New Man

We have already touched on the Divinely-ordained partnership between Jew and
Gentile in Messiah spoken of in Ephesians 2:15. Verse 12 speaks about how the
Gentiles, who were once far off and alienated from the covenants of promise, are
now partakers in the Commonwealth of Israel. Romans 11:17 touches on this
same subject and adds dimension to our understanding: “And if some of the wild
branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among
them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree,
do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not
support the root, but the root supports you.” First of all, let us be clear that Israel
is not the root, but branches...like the Gentiles. Note the way this is phrased.
The wild branches are grafted in among them, and with them are partakers. So
if one is not in among them or right there with them they could not have really
been grafted in. And being truly grafted in so as to be one, how would these
formerly wild branches relate to the hardship and sufferings of the natural
branches? They would no longer be “them” but would now be “us.”

As in the Days of Noah

“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man
be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,
and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will
the coming of the Son of Man be.” (Matt. 24:37-39)

Just how was it in the time of Noah? To say it was a radical defining moment in
human history would be a monumental understatement. The story is rather
unfathomable. It's a bit like trying to grasp the fact that God has no beginning. It
seems important to consider and unpack the thought that as it was then it will
again be. What elements and dynamics might Yeshua have been referring
to? Can we digest the fact that in the 100 years it took for Noah to build the ark,
no one outside his family was convicted that their ways were contrary to the ways
of the Creator? How many people do you imagine were alive at the time of the
flood? According to available studies it ranges into the billions. Can we imagine
that this is one of the facts He was relating to?

“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord
was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.
So the Lord said, ‘| will destroy man whom | have created from the face of the
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earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for | am sorry that |
have made them.” But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” (Gen. 6:5-8)

Do we really believe that these words are true truth from the heart of the
Creator? Or might they be exaggerated to help us get the point? What if we take
them as they are written...that every intent of the thoughts of the hearts of men
was only and continually evil? This is concerning billions of people!!!! How is that
possible? The alternative is that He simply wiped out righteous people.

God'’s existence and nature has always been evident for all to see. Let us not run
too quickly over the statement that God’s heart was grieved to the point of being
sorry He made man. We need to stop here for a minute. He lives outside of
time. He knows the end from the beginning. He knew what would happen. But
what is written almost sounds like it took Him by surprise. Could it be that, even
for God, knowing what will come to pass is not the same as experiencing it when
it happens? Who can understand God?!!! It is inconceivable that only one
man out of billions of souls found grace in God’s eyes...and his family
alone was saved. But thatis what is written.

It behooves us to understand the degree, meaning, and nature of God’s
holiness against this backdrop. Let us not for a second relegate this
discussion to be about the “God of the OIld Testament.” He has never changed
and He never will. His standards and measures are today as they were
then. How many of professing born-again believers know God as the one that
destroyed billions and saved only eight?

Though Father's immeasurable love and grace are never in question, they exist
only within the framework of His holiness. The angels around the Throne do not
cry love, grace, mercy, kindness, and longsuffering or any such thing. They cry,
“Holy, Holy, Holy.” How freely we quote that His ways are high above ours as
the heavens are above the earth. Sadly, oh so sadly, it seems that we quote it
dangerously lightly.

“Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell,
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness.
Otherwise you also will be cut off.” (Rom. 11:22) Could it be that we have not
understood the nature of the severity of God? Do we have a grasp of what He
considers as continuing in His goodness? This is a life or death matter. Could it
be that we have no real idea of how far we are from His holiness? We are of
course not speaking about the world...but rather about the community of
believers. In our minds we may fully believe that Yeshua is the Messiah. But if
we do not live as though we believe what He has written concerning what is
acceptable in His sight, our mental assent will not take us very far.
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“For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation
of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.
Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony
of two or three witnesses. Of how much worse punishment, do you
suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God
underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a
common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said,
‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. And again, ‘The Lord will
judge His people.’ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.” (Heb.10:26-31)

The first words recorded in Scripture that God spoke to Adam in Genesis 2:16-17
are: “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the
garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”” Have
we, the worldwide Body of believers, placed the matter of God’s judgment,
severity, and holiness below what He has revealed about Himself in His Word?

The serpent's entrance onto the scene begins with a seemingly harmless
question to the woman: “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree
of the garden?’” Satan’s first actual statement (declaration), “You will not
surely die...” opened the door to a twisted understanding of God that many in
the Body of Messiah sit under to this day. This lie essentially does away with the
reality of the fear of the Lord, reducing it to something akin to awe and
reverence. If in fact the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Ps. 111:10),
without it we are without wisdom and have no foundation. (Prov. 3:19) And the
dwelling of God we are called to be cannot be built. (Prov. 24:3)



Worship

Worship is the response to the Presence of the Lord, and evangelism is the
natural outgrowth of a life of worship. They are two sides of one coin. Mark wrote,
“And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted.
And they came to Him. Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him
and that He might send them out to preach, and to have power to heal
sicknesses and to cast out demons.” (Mark 3:13-15)

How we have labored. How we have tried. How we have cried for the masses of
lost and dying souls to eat the bread of life and live. Along with sorrow and grief at
the rampant death-producing blindness filling the world, many in the Body of
Messiah are frustrated with a sense of impotence. Considering all the books, all
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the seminars, all the courses, all the tapes, and all the technology, methods and
programs, we — generally speaking — have not reached the level of spiritual life
that was expressed through the simple believers of the First-Century Church.
Perhaps our emphasis is misdirected. Perhaps we are looking for the fruit before
tending to the root. One single factor can make up for whatever might be lacking,
and it cannot be replaced by all the wisdom, resources and riches the Creator has
placed in the hands of His children: the Presence of the Lord. It is both the end
and the means to every hope, dream, and longing of the human heart. If we are
so abiding with Him and He with us, He will do the work and fight the battles. Ours
will be but to gather the spoils into the barns.

God created us that He might be with us. We don’t need to beg Him to fulfill His
own desires. If we are not experiencing the conscious manifest Presence of the
Lord in our lives, the reason may be in God’s interchange with Moses in Exodus
33:3, “...for | will not go up in your midst, lest | consume you on the way, for you
are a stiff-necked people.” Could it be that God in His mercy is not coming too
close because we could not survive the heat? His love cannot be separated from
His holiness. He is a consuming fire.

Maintaining an attitude of worship is a very sensitive balance. Prayer certainly has
its place, but it is not what we would call pure worship. The heart of God could
possibly be the most neglected “mission field” in the world. For the most part, we
come to Him with some request or other. It's not that we shouldn’t, but we need to
come also to present ourselves as an offering, seeking only that He would be
blessed. Though worship is expressed in many ways, music and singing being
the most thought of, worship is essentially an attitude of heart. With that basis, let
us consider worship as the ultimate warfare.

Throughout the Scriptures, the armies of Israel were preceded by singers,
musicians, or priests blowing shofars. In Exodus 17:10-11 we read, “So Joshua
did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur
went up to the top of the hill. And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that
Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.” Here, in this
historic moment of the first battle Israel ever fought, God made a statement for all
time: the battles are the Lord’s. Our part is to trust Him with radical abandon, even
— and especially — in face of the enemy’s taunts, threats and attacks. The key to
victory in the heavenly realms is not in engaging the enemy, but rather in
engaging the Lord. As we draw nearer to the close of the age and the desperation
in the kingdom of darkness increases, we will be pitted against demonic
principalities and world rulers. There will be times when only the Presence of the
Lord will accomplish the victory.

In the life of King David, we most clearly see the marriage between worship and

warfare. The son of Jesse was both the quintessential worshiper and warrior. The
Hebrew language testifies to the interwovenness of these two elements. From a
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root word meaning eternity, “netzach,” comes another word, “menatzeach (lit.
“from eternity”), which means both “orchestral conductor” and “overcomer.” As
the chief musician and conqueror are in a sense the same person, we have a
foundational insight into the weapons and manner of our warfare.

To further understand the power of music and worship from a Biblical perspective,
it is important to note that satan was the “covering cherub” and was himself a
source of music. Within him were pipes, strings, and timbrels. Consequently,
many scholars have thought of him as having been the “worship leader’ of
Heaven, covering the Throne with music. Second to the Word, music is probably
the most powerful influential force in the hands of man. When our hearts are
tuned to the Lord of light, our notes become lethal weapons against darkness.
Even more importantly, as we worship, we build a throne, and the Lord inhabits
our praises. In the light of His radiant glory, darkness flees.

The natural mind has difficulty connecting spiritual solutions to physical problems.
Combating bullets with notes is a hard concept to lay hold of. But then, so is God
having no beginning, or matter having been spoken into existence. It's simple.
When the Presence of God comes to us who await His appearing, our hearts
respond with worship and adoration. In the face of spiritual darkness which is
passing away forever, if we respond as when we behold Him, we cover the
darkness with light, the visible with the invisible, the temporal with the eternal, and
prepare a place for the Presence of the Lord.

The Great Gentile Aliyah

Most believers connected to Israel know that “making aliyah” is the Hebrew term
denoting the process of immigration to Israel. The re-establishment of the nation
and the return of the people to the Land of our fathers is a necessary and
foundational element in the preparation for the return of the Lord. This is such a
huge matter. The fulfilment of God’s promise to re-gather those that were
scattered and plant them in the Land is at the very center of His glory and nature
being revealed on the earth. In light of the current worldwide rise of anti-semitism
and what is to come, this call for aliyah carries a life-and-death urgency.

Literally, the word “aliyah” is derived from the verb meaning “to ascend...go
up.” It first appears in Genesis 2:6, referring to the mist rising from the face of the
earth. Its next appearance in Scripture is in Genesis 8:20: “Noah...offered burnt
offerings on the altar.” The words there for offered and offerings are from this
same root...to ascend. The Hebrew word in Scripture for burnt offering is “olah,”
which is the feminine third person singular of the verb. More than being just a
name, it is a description of what happens to what is offered to God on the altar.
As the fire on the altar consumes the offering, the smoke rises to the Lord...hence
the designation “olah.” In Israel, a female new immigrant is also an olah. In our
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early days in the Land, seeing our state as likened to that of the sacrifice gave us
a good laugh. Undeniably, the experience of immigrating to Israel, especially as
an adult, is one of being consumed in the fire of the Lord.

From the beginnings of the nation, spoken by God at our deliverance from
Egyptian bondage, a primary aspect of our call as a people has been
worship. Inasmuch as God says that the Gospel, blessings and cursings, and the
revelation of His glory are to the Jew first, we can safely say that for the children
of Israel to fulfill their calling will release blessing to the whole world. Two years
prior to our immigration (which was in 1992), the Lord impressed me (arni) that he
wanted the Land filled with people praising Him at His return. This could sound
somewhat narcissistic, but knowing His character we know that His motive is not
self-centered. Receiving this from the Lord planted in us a burden and call to
prepare for Him a dwelling place. David’s words recorded in Psalm 132:3-5
express the deepest longing of the heart of a worshiper: “Surely | will not go into
the chamber of my house, or go up to the comfort of my bed; | will not give sleep
to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids until | find a place for the Lord, a dwelling
place for the Mighty One of Jacob.”

Given the impact of the Jews returning to the Land and the Land being filled with
worship, we can take for granted that the forces of darkness will hold nothing
back in its effort to prevent these things from being fulfilled. Having connected
the essential meaning of aliyah with worship, we now want to take things to
another level. For a natural child of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, making aliyah
means giving oneself to live in the center of the fire in Zion. Concerning a Gentile
believer...a spiritual child of Abraham... we will speak of aliyah as coming to the
Land as a living sacrifice to worship, seeking nothing for oneself. Not to see the
Land...not to see the people...not to have a spiritual experience...not even for an
encounter with the Lord...but as a sacrifice -- having received all and looking only
to present ourselves to the Lord for whatever would please Him in the moment.

In Zechariah 3, Isaiah 40, Isaiah 62, and Romans 11 (to name a few references
among many), the Spirit calls Gentile believers to minister to and even prepare
the way for the children of Israel. As Gentiles in Yeshua are grafted into the
natural olive tree and are made partakers in the Commonwealth of Israel, they are
thus joined together with the Nation. There is therefore a real connection
between those making spiritual aliyah and those making natural aliyah. Beloved,
what is done in the spirit has a resultant effect in the natural. In other words,
Gentiles coming to worship have an important role to open the way for the Jews
to come home. Both are independently necessary to prepare the way for the
return of Yeshua. It's an easy picture to imagine. Through worship a connection
is opened between Heaven and earth. The light of the Lord scatters or pushes
back the darkness that seeks to inhibit the physical return and spiritual salvation
of the Jewish people.
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As spiritual and dedicated as the Body dwelling in the Land could ever be, with all
the pressures and demands of our everyday life we will never be able to keep
“our hands” continually lifted before the Lord. But you living in the nations are
able to give yourselves 100% to ministering to the Lord when you come for two or
three weeks, leaving your daily regular life behind. This is such a simple
straightforward strategy. If the Body in the nations understood the principles and
truly perceived our being One New Man, how simple it would be to have teams of
totally dedicated worshipers in the Land all the time! We are aiming at the highest
we can see. We are praying and believing for the purchase of houses to
accommodate the teams, and vans to transport them to and fro, such that the
cost to the worshipers would be no more than plane tickets, daily food, and
gas. We want those that come to be undistracted, unencumbered, and
empowered to fully give themselves during the time they are here.

Over the years, thousands upon thousands of Gentile believers have come to
serve in the Land in numerous ways. In special cases it is possible for Gentiles to
be granted status to remain in the country. (Generally, only descendants of Jews
with at least one Jewish grandparent have the right to be granted
citizenship). Some come for a while on student visas. Others work for
organizations and receive volunteer visas for up to five years). Most people come
on a three-month tourist visa that usually requires them to leave the country to
have the visa renewed. In all of these instances, though people are able to be in
the Land, they have the things of life to tend to and are only partially available. In
the normal sense of the term, there is no such thing as a Gentile aliyah. However,
given the orientation and perspective we have just shared, we declare that there
most certainly is a Gentile aliyah of worshipers from the nations, and it will do
much to fill the Land with the Presence of the Lord.

Alone With God Together

In 1985 the Holy Spirit communicated to us a most unexpected message. With all
the time and energy believers spend working in the Kingdom, He feels personally
neglected. There was no sense that He wanted us to stop working, or that the
work was not important to Him. But something was missing. It was about God’s
feelings. In 1989, at a regional ministers meeting, four men that had had the
same revelation connected. We all had a desire to simply bless the Lord. More
than declaring our love, appreciation and thankfulness, we wanted to touch His
heart. So we started by asking Him how we might prepare a space in which He
would be comfortable. We thought about what would give the time an eternal
quality. The Spirit showed us things we did contrary to His way and nature that
we were totally unaware of. We ended up with a number of insights and
understandings that became the guidelines for our times together. For six months
we gathered once a week for five hours to be alone with God together. What
happened was truly amazing. Every time, twenty-six weeks in a row, the Holy
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Spirit visited us in such a tangible way that we could hardly move or speak. We
came to understand that God’s visiting us in the way he did had more to do with

what we didn’t do than with what we did. Here below are the thoughts

perspectives that guided us in those days:

If God were visibly in the room —

- All attention would be fixed on Him;

- There would essentially be no horizontal communication;

- No one would tell anyone else what to do;

- We would not pray for one another;

- No one would get up and “thank the Lord” for being with us;
- No one would get up and say, “Isn’t God wonderful?”;

- No one would sing about God.

When we are alone with God --

- If we want to read a scripture, we do not cite chapter and verse;
- If we want to sing...we just sing;

- We are free to do whatever we feel motivated to do;

- It's not a "silent" time...but silence is fine;

- We do not talk about God...only to Him.

In eternity --

- There are no more needs to pray for...all is finished;

- There is nothing we need ask for;

- The atmosphere is like the sea of glass before the Throne;
- There is no sense of separation between God and us.

Worship in Spirit and Truth --

- Worship is the response to who He is and what He has already done;
- It is not something we do to get something;

- We do not expect anything from God;

- We accept that He has already given everything;

- We relate to Him from a place of fullness;

- We offer ourselves...not a gift...not a prayer...not a thing;

and

- We are there for whatever He wants -- to be used, touched, spoken to...or not;

- We are as living sacrifices (Rom. 12:1-2);
- We are poured out...even wasted (Matt. 26:6-13);
- The time is meaningful -- even more so -- if nothing happens.

We come before the Lord without...

- Needs...agenda... requests... questions... expectations...designated human

leadership...
- But simply as brothers and sisters with our Father.
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This way of being will...

- Give God a “landing strip;”

- Increase our intimacy with God and each other;

- Change the spiritual atmosphere;

- Build transparency and emotional integrity in the Body;
- Train us to listen to and to hear the Lord.

A high point of King David's life was when he returned the Ark of the
Covenant to Jerusalem. His expression of worship at that time, his dancing in
particular, is an example that speaks to us about true worship. In that moment, in
the midst of the whole nation, he was alone with God. To be alone with God in
the presence of others builds and proves us in a special way.

When the Holy Spirit was first poured out on Shavuot, two conditions or
dynamics were present. They had been waiting without plan or agenda and they
came to the place of being of one heart and one mind. | believe we can relate to
these elements as defining the environment necessary for God to be fully
released in our midst. The disciples were instructed to wait “until.” Something
was going to happen that they would no doubt recognize as the thing they were
waiting for. Giving themselves to wait without agenda, without plan or program,
without a designated leader, and without knowing for how long, was and is a part
of preparing the way for the Lord. For most of us, it is practically impossible,
given life as it is, to wait until. But something of the essence of the principle can
be achieved. They had spent ten days coming to the place where everyone was
clear with everyone else and everyone knew it. No one had anything hidden in his
or her heart about anyone else. How sensitive is the Father to His children
honoring one another! God’s Presence cannot abide where we His children do
not love, honor, and receive one another from the depths of our hearts. Perhaps,
if we can learn to open our hearts with a few, we will be able to open our hearts to
the many.

We don’t really need a special sign to know that the world is about to
experience a dramatic shift...sooner rather than later. What is coming will be so
very different from anything we’ve known. Does it seem logical or even possible
that continuing to do what we have been doing will prepare us for the days
ahead? The prophet Daniel alluded to the difficulties and tribulations of the very
hour we are approaching and said, “The people who know their God shall be
strong and carry out great exploits.” (Dan. 11:32)
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Israel

The Lord gave Peter the keys to the Kingdom. In God’s house there are many
rooms. Figuratively speaking, each has a door and a key. The place of Israel and
the Jewish people in God’s overall plan is a key to a door of a significant room, if
not one of the entrances to the house. Genesis 12:3 records a Divine prophetic
declaration of sweeping proportion. God said to Abraham, “I will bless those who
bless you, and | will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.” If we in the Body of Messiah have not understood God’s
heart for Israel and its strategic positioning, inasmuch as God calls this people His
son (Exodus 4:22-23), would we not also be under this curse?

Yeshua said He came only for the sick. Before He could come, people needed to
realize their need. Paul writes in Romans 3:20, “...by the law is the knowledge of
sin.” God sought for a person — a people — to whom He could give His righteous
decrees and the revelation of His holiness. God found Abraham, a man He calls
His lover (Isa. 41:8), and gave His Torah (teaching) to his descendants. This
blessing to the children of Israel cost them dearly. Paul notes, “The law brings
about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression.” (Rom. 4:15).
And in Romans 7:9 Paul says, “For | was alive without the law once; but when the
commandment came, sin revived, and | died.” So one could rightly say that as
the recipients of God’s law, Israel has suffered the judgment of the Law, in part on
behalf of rest of the world, in order to fulfill the plan of the Father to prepare the
way for Messiah. All of the children subsequently born to the Patriarchs have
borne the weight of this Divinely-bestowed calling. Consequently, one might
expect them to occupy a special place in His heart.

Not only have the Jews been the channel for God’s Law and His Lamb, but their
recognition of Him is a key factor affecting His return. Yeshua spoke in Jerusalem
saying, “...you shall see me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord!” (Matt. 23:39) In light of this, satan will go to any lengths to
keep Israel from the knowledge of Yeshua. So then, his most lethal forces would
be positioned at the place of His greatest danger. Could it be that there are local
principalities over Israel whose activities and influence are worldwide in scope?
Might Paul be referring to this in saying that “their acceptance will be life from the
dead?” (Rom. 11:15) God used Israel as bait to bring about the destruction of
Pharaoh’s army in the Red Sea. Are the Israelites again being used in the same
manner? If so, what should the response of the rest of the believing community
be, if not to hold up their hands?

Ultimately, the matter of Israel is really about God’s glory, His reputation, His
sovereignty, His honor, His strategy, and His protocol. God is no respecter of
persons and most certainly loves every human being as His precious creation.
But where Israel is concerned, they have a unique calling and destiny to fulfill as a
nation on behalf of God’s truth:
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“Now | say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the
truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers, and that the Gentiles

might glorify God for His mercy....” (Rom. 15:8-9)

In order to walk together, it is not necessary that we agree on every
point of doctrine. There are, however, a number of Scriptures on the
subjects of Israel and worship which we consider to be of
foundational importance.

Genesis 12:3

Though this is a very well-known passage, the full meaning can be grasped only
from the Hebrew text. The translated versions read, “...and I will curse him who
curses you.” The accurate rendering of the Hebrew text reads, “He that lightly
esteems you | will bitterly curse.” This takes us far beyond speaking evil, wishing
someone evil, or outright cursing. We understand the implication of the Hebrew
words to include withholding blessing or any honor or recognition rightfully due. It
is our understanding that to not esteem the children of Israel as God does would
result in a bitter curse. The fact that the majority of professing Christians
worldwide are either unaware of this fact or opposed to it would mean that in
some way a curse would likely rest upon them. The Blood of Messiah does not
keep us from the consequences of not walking in God’s ways...which are as
changeless as His nature.

Matthew 25:31- 46

We have come to understand that the ones Yeshua is referring to as the “least of
His brethren,” are in fact His natural brethren, the Jews. The implications of this
perspective are dramatic. How “they” treated these brethren of His determined
their eternal destiny. Let’'s walk it through. Yeshua separates all the peoples into
two groups...spiritually alive and spiritually dead -- those that are His and those
that are not. He divides them as a man separates sheep from goats...one at a
time...and not according to families, groups, or nations. He speaks to them about
another group in such a way so as to indicate that these brethren are not
numbered among the ones He is addressing. In speaking with the “saved,” He
refers to this other group as His brethren...not your brethren or our brethren. If
they were spiritual brethren it follows that they would have been in the group of
saved individuals and referred to using different terminology. Consequently, we
conclude that since the word translated as “brethren” can be either physical or
spiritual, they can only be His natural brethren. Correctly understanding this
parable will affect how we view the significance of Israel in God’s plan.
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Matthew 23:39

“...for | say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord.”

This passage is largely understood to mean that the return of the Lord will not
come to pass until the eyes of a critical mass of the children of Israel are opened
to recognize that Yeshua is the Messiah...the Son of God.

Romans 11:11

“...through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the
Gentiles.”

In other words, God’s primary purpose or first concern in making the Gentiles
keepers of the revelation of salvation is that they would make the Jews envious.
It is a good, but other, discussion concerning what would make them jealous. For
this discussion, we would focus on the point of where this matter is or isn’t on the
priority list of believers in the nations.

Romans 11:15
“For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their
acceptance be but life from the dead?”

Knowing that Israel's eyes being opened will light the fuse of his demise, satan
will hold nothing back to keep that from happening. It is logical therefore that all
the power of the kingdom of darkness will be set to keep this from happening.
Israel’s recognition of Yeshua is central to releasing God’s glory in the world.

Romans 12:1
“...present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service....”

Worship is the response to the Presence of God. It is our response to what He
has already done and not something we are doing to get more. If otherwise, how
could it then be called a sacrifice?

Matthew 26:7-13

“... a woman came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and
she poured it on His head as He sat at the table. But when His disciples saw it
they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste?” Yeshua responded, “Assuredly, |
say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman
has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”

In Yeshua'’s entire earthly ministry, this is the only recorded incident where

someone came to Him to give and not looking to receive anything. Not even His
closest disciples understood what was taking place.
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Isaiah 62: 1,6,7

For Zion’s sake | will not hold My peace, And for Jerusalem’s sake | will not
rest.... You who make mention of the Lord do not keep silent, and give Him no
rest till He establishes and till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”

Our Father is sharing something from the depth of His being. Can we imagine
how He feels? Does this touch us in some way? If not, we might not be as close
to God as we think we are.

In the face of the continual onslaught of the entire kingdom of darkness, the local
Messianic Body alone is simply not able to fill the Land with worship and praise to
prepare the way of the Lord. The Lord's way and place will not be established
except through a living manifestation of the “One New Man."

Beloved, we know that Jerusalem is the central focus of the
final battle and the enemy's last stronghold. However, when
seeking an overall strategy for the war, there are some facts we
might do well to consider:

Yeshua and the Galilee

It was in the “Galilee of the Gentiles,” the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that
those who walked in darkness would see a great light (Isa. 9:1-2). Yeshua grew
up and lived thirty years in the Galilee. The first disciples were Galileans. Most of
His miracles were performed there. After the Resurrection, the women at the
tomb were instructed by an angel and by the Lord Himself to tell His disciples to
go to the Galilee, and there they would see Him. (Matt. 28:7,10) It is where He
walked on the water...where He fed the multitudes...where He preached His

greatest sermon...and where the mountain is upon which He was
transfigured. Throughout all of Israel, there is nowhere that His peace is felt more
than in the Galilee.

A Strategic Perspective

Scripture tells us that there is a hierarchy of unseen spiritual forces (beings)
whose activities affect our daily lives. As important as this is, most believers
unfortunately do not think in these terms on a regular basis. Some years ago we
heard a teaching -- actually more like a prophetic revelation -- concerning the Last
Days spiritual forces to be encountered on the way to the consummation of God'’s
plan and Yeshua’s return. Realizing that there is no scriptural map to indisputably
explain these things, we step into this arena trusting the Spirit to bear witness to
the matter.
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According to Yeshua’s words in Matthew 24, deception will be rampant in the end
times. That which is most subtle is most deceptive. That which wrongly employs
principles, truths, and examples from God’s Word and deeds is the subtlest of all.
Throughout history, religion has been used to blind, manipulate, and control
people. We understand this to be the work of a spiritual force we have come to
refer to as the “religious spirit.” Under its dominion are untold millions of souls.
Promoting a twisted idea of God, It enslaves people through pride and fear to
further the goals of the kingdom of darkness. We believe that the stronghold of
this spirit is in Jerusalem...the site of the final battle.

The power ranked just below that one, also influencing multitudes, promulgates
the exaltation and deification of man. We know this force as humanism or the
“Greek spirit.” Included here are materialism, worldliness and all types of lust.
Those in its grip desire to be seen as the best, the richest, the smartest, and on
and on. They live before men. This spirit leads people to lift themselves up by
putting others down. We believe that the stronghold in Israel of this pervasive
and destructive force is in the area of Tel Aviv.

The weakest, and therefore the first of the three to be confronted, is false religion.
People caught up in false religions have something in common. They know the
visible world is not all there is and have a consequent openness to spiritual
things. There is generally less competition in this group in comparison to the
other two, as their focus is more on the inner life, where success is not
necessarily measured in relation to or depending on other people. Many of these
are lovers of the truth whose eyes are yet blinded to Yeshua by the prince of this
world. When the true light comes, many of these seekers will turn to the Lord.
We perceive the stronghold of this power in Israel is the Galilee.

Tiberias and the Great Rift

As we consider the spiritual dynamics of the Galilee, certain connections are
immediately evident. Haifa is where Elijah battled the false prophets of Baal and
it is the world center of the Bahai. Tsfat (or Safed) is the world center for
Kabala...an occultic form of Jewish mysticism whose influence reaches also many
non-Jews. Most gentile believers associate Tiberias with the Sea of Galilee and
miracles Yeshua performed during His ministry on earth. But for many Orthodox
Jews, Tiberias is second in importance only to Jerusalem. Every year tens of
thousands come on pilgrimage to worship and pray at the tombs of many
famous rabbis. This is not a small thing.

Orthodox Judaism is founded on the Torah and the Talmud. The Talmud is
essentially a codification of rabbinical thinking, commentary, and fables that has
at its heart an oral law they believe to have been given to Moses by God along
with the Torah. In the actual practice of Orthodox Judaism, more time is spent
studying the Talmud than the Torah. The three rabbis probably most influential in
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establishing the foundation of Orthodox Judaism are all buried in Tiberias.
Maimonides (also known as the Rambam) codified Jewish law and philosophy
into the Mishna (part of the Talmud). Rabbi Akiva supported the Jews’ second
revolt against the Romans and named Shimon Bar-Kochba as the Messiah, which
caused the Jews who believed that Yeshua was the Messiah to separate from the
rest. He was also part of a council responsible for removing from the Mishna all
references pointing to Yeshua. And all of the anonymous “miraculous” works in
the Mishna are attributed to Rabbi Meir Ba’al Haness.

Only Biblical Judaism lays the foundation for the New Covenant (see Jer. 31:31).
This shift in emphasis, from the Torah to the Talmud, moved Judaism from
God’s Word to man’s word, essentially creating a false religion. There is
more to say about the inner workings of this dynamic, but we hope you can catch
the heart of the point we are making. Because it begins with the Torah and subtly
goes off, the error is exceptionally deceptive.

The Great Rift Valley is the line of separation between East and West. If you
will, it is the geographical touch point of the battle between the children of Zion
and the children of Greece. (Zech. 9:13) It includes the Jordan Valley -- the
lowest inhabited valley on the face of the earth -- and runs right through the
center of Tiberias. The Talmud, which put Greek/humanistic thinking at the
heart of Judaism, has its primary altar of worship in Tiberias. It is
absolutely crucial that the Presence of God has a true dwelling place in this
ancient city.

A Galilee Worship Network

When God called us to the Galilee, He placed in our hearts a burden for a
network of worshipers in the north of Israel. As we began to share this vision, we
found that in different places and congregations others were hearing the same
thing. In fact, regional gatherings had already begun taking place. This is a call
to go beyond music, beyond the expressions of worship, beyond our individual
lives as worshipers, and beyond congregational boundaries. We are impressed
that the Body needs to come together in true unity, with each one totally
free to hear and follow the leading of the Spirit. By releasing the normal
control exercised by a traditionally oriented “worship leader,” we do not
experience anarchy, but rather a release of the Spirit to truly prepare the way for
the Lord. Presently a number of leading worshipers representing several different
ministries, mainly from the Tiberias/Jordan Valley area, are gathering regularly to
wait before the Lord without set agenda or designated leader. We simply present
ourselves to the Lord and let Him lead us wherever He chooses. It may be that
this is pioneering something the Lord desires to multiply across the Land.
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We (Arni & Yonit) immigrated to Israel in 1992 from New York City. For our first
eight years we lived in a town just north of Tel Aviv. During the next five years,
we were in the very heart of Tel Aviv. From there the Lord relocated us, from
2005 to 2013, to the Judean Hills, outside of Jerusalem. In 2012, quite
unexpectedly, we both were simultaneously impressed that we were to move to
the Tiberias area and join with the brethren in Morningstar Fellowship.

Over the years, the things we have done and the places we have lived, especially
our immigration to Israel, was not the result of plans we conceived, but in
obedience to what was revealed to us by the Holy Spirit. The purpose in our
writing is not so much to call people to stand alongside us personally, but to share
what we see as strategic understandings and perspectives relevant for preparing
the way of the Lord. It is our hope and prayer that this writing will touch the hearts
and enlighten the minds of our brethren in the nations, joining us together as one
in this great end-time battle unto the revelation of our Father’s heart.

Other writings and thoughts along these same lines can be found at:
Www.emmausway.org
www.galileeworship.com

To contact us with any comments or questions you can write to:
arni@emmausway.org
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